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47TH CoNGREss, } BOUSE OF REPRESE:\"TATIYES. { J\tlrs. Doc. 
2d Session. No. 12. 
PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
OOMMUNIOA'fiON 
FRO !.\I 
J. G. AMES, SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, DEPARTMENT 
OF THE INTERIOR, A. R. SPOFFORD, LIBRARIAN 
OF CONGRESS, AND SPENCER F. BAIRD, 
SECRETARY OF THE SMITHSON-
IAN INSTITUTION, 
I:X COMPLIA:XCE WITH 
A resol~ttion of the HMtse of Representatives relative to the publication 
and distribution of p~tblic documents. 
DECEMBER 22, 1882.-Referred to the Committee on Printing and ordered to be 
printed. 
V\~ ASHINGTON, D. C., December 22, 1882. 
SIR: The undersigned, in compliance with a resolution of the Bouse 
of Hepresentatives adopted August 8, 1882, as follows: 
Resolrecl, That the Librarian of Congress, the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, ancl the Superintendent of Documents, Department of the Interior, be, and they 
are hereby, requested to compile the l:lws and regulations now in force governing the 
printing and distribution of public <locuments; to vrepare a tabnlated statement 
showing the number of documents printed by order of the Forty-sixth, and the first 
session of the Forty-seventh Congress, and under general l::~.ws now in force, and the 
disposition directed to be made of the same, and to report what rednctious should be 
made in the number of such documents, and to present such other information at their 
command relating to public documents as will tend to promote judicious legislation, 
and snbmit the draft of a bill to provide for the printing and distribution of docu-
ments; and they shall report to the Honse at the beginning of the next session", 
respectfully submit herewith-
First. A compilation of such laws as are permauent or continuous in 
their operation. governing the printing aud distribution of public docu-
ments, with notes embodying information deemed of general interest 
or value. 
Secondly. A tabulated statement of the documents of the Forty-sixth 
Congress and of the :first session of the Forty-seYenth OougresR, printed 
or to be printed in compliauce with the P!'Ovisions of laws already in 
force and of special acts or resolutions of Congress, ~howing the num-
ber, distribution, alHl, so far as it has been found practicable to give it, 
the cost of tlle ~mme, together with the nnmber to whieh each wember 
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of CongTess is entitled, and the surplus remaining after the distribnt ion 
directed has been made. 
The committee are very deeply impressed with the number of doeu-
ments printed by anthori,ty of Congress, aggre~;ating for the Forty-
sixth CongTess 2,3:?4,254, aiHl for the first session of the Forty-seveuth 
Congress 1,354,947. This last number includes the entire edition of tlle 
Reports of the Census, estimated as containing sixteen volumes besides 
the Compendium. It does not, however, include the -volumes of the 
Records of the Rebellion subsequent to the twelfth, of which it is esti-
mated that there will be eighty-four, nor does either number inclnde 
reports and other documents printed for the use of the several executive 
departments and offices of the government, the expense of which is paid 
from their annual appropriations for printing, nor the fifty copies of (·ach 
document printed for international exchange. 
They are no less deeply impressed with the lack of system and economy 
in the distribution of these documents. The one reform most esseutial 
to secure the object for which it is supposed public documents are isstwd 
is the decrease of the number of agencies by which they are distributed. 
Under the practice now prevailing. nearly all documents, whatever may 
be their cost and value, are distributed by from two to four agencies, 
each in ignorance of what the others are doing, so tllat it is impossible 
but that to no small extent documents are sent in duplicate and tripli-
cate to the same parties. 
In the judgment of tlw committee, no distribution of public docu-
ments entirely satisfactory will be accomplished until all excepting those 
required for official use are distributed by a single agency, which can 
and should be required to detect and prevent duplications, which should 
be held to a strict accountability for all documents intrusted to its care, 
and upon wbieh all orders should be given by those entitled by law to 
direct their specific distribution. 
It is not believed that any special inconvenience would attend such a. 
system, or that the rights and privileges of auy party would be infringed 
by its adoption. An approximation to this system was made at the 
last session of Congress in providing for the distribution of the whole 
edition of the Rebellion Record and of the reports of the Tenth Cen-
sus by the departments from which they respectively emanate. The 
results of this departure from the metllods hitherto in force will be of 
special interest in their bearing upon this question. 
The establishment of a single agency for this work would very 
greatly subserve the public convenience, as it would soon come to be 
recognized as the source from which information in regard to any and 
all documents eould be readily secured, and the party with whom most 
of the correspondence relating to the subject should be conducted. 
Very serious incouve11ience is now experienced by many, espeeially 
scientists and other students and librarians, in obtaining definite infor-
mation as to particular documents desired, and often not ttntil pro-
tracted correspondence bas transpired, if at all, is such iuformation 
gained. 
J>UBLIC LlBl~ARIES. 
In the distribution of documents, the most prominent place should be 
given to public, university, and college libraries. All the large librar-ies 
of the country are permanent institutions, and in their possession docu-
ments are of manifold and continuous service, as they are there made 
accessible from year to year to the publie. 
In the judgment of the committee, no argument is needed in support 
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of the proposition that definite provision should be made for the regular 
supply of all the principal libraries of the land with all the publications 
of the government as they are issued from month to month. 
No increase in the numbers printed need be made. It is only neces-
sary that of those ordered by Congress, a sufficient number shall, by 
act of Congress, be set aside for this special purpose, to be forwarded 
upon their publication to such libraries as fi·om their prominen~e seem 
entitled to receive them, thus putting them in possession of the same 
at the earliest practicable moment, rather than compelling the111 to 
wait, as is now too often the case, for months and eYeu years after the 
publication of documents before they receive them, if they do not alto-
gether fail of this. 
After repeated inquiry it has been found that of the princip~1llibraries 
of the country not more than one in eight is supplied by Congress with 
documents published for general distribution. This fdct alone indicates 
the importance of some permanent provision of law in their behalf. Ex-
isting laws allow of the designation of one institution as a depository 
of public documents in each Congressional district, and of two at large 
in each ~tate, to which have been hitherto sent the Journals, Executive 
and lVIiscellane.ous Documents, and Reports of Committees of the two 
houses of Congres~, and the Official Register of the United States. 
By the extension of the law of the ''usual number" to all reports and 
documents ordered by Congress, these depositories will hereafter receive 
copies of all such publicat,ions issued by authority of Congress. 
No limitation is now imposed by which the designation of small and 
unimportant libraries can be prevented. It is thought by the commit-
tee that a minimum limit as to the size of a library entitled to such 
designation should be fixed, so that hereafter on!).,. those that give as-
surance of permanence shall become depositories. 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
Of all tbe publications of the government the Congressional Record 
is probably the one the possession of which would be most prized by 
libraries, and to which most frequent reference would be made by the 
public. With the exception, however, of State and Territorial libraries, 
and of the libraries of Soldiers' Homes, no provision of law now exists 
for the assured supply of this valuable document to any single library. 
Whether libraries receive it or not depends upon the action of m«Jrn-
bers of Congress, by whom alone, except as above noted, this work is 
gratuitously distribut(:'<l. 
The number of libraries in regular receipt of this work is surpris-
ingly small. As a result of inquiries just made, it has been foun<l, for 
example. that of twenty-six State and Territorial libraries reporting, 
only eight, and of three hundred and forty other libraries containing 
each 5,000 volumes or more, only seventy-four, have recehTed complete 
sets of the Record of the Forty-sixth Congress. Nothing could more 
conclusively show the importance of some action by Congress provid-
ing for the regular supply of this work, not only to State and Territo-
rial, but also to other libraries-at least to the depositories of public 
documents in the several States aud Territories. 
CONGRESSIO~AL GLOBE. 
In this connection the committee call the special attention of the 
House to the odd volumes of the Congressional Globe purchase(l sev-
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eral years since from Messrs. Rives, and now in the care of the r>ublic 
Printer. These aggregate about 60,000 volumes. Of this collection the 
Public Printer, in l.tis Annual Report for 1878, says, ''only two complete 
sets of the Globe are on band"; and, after stating the expense of reprint-
ing a sufficient number of the missing volumes to make five hundred 
complete sets, he adds, "it will be perceived that, unless a reprint is 
had, the volumes on Land are almost valueless, except for waste paper." 
And in his report for 1880, again recurring to the subject, be remarks: 
It is respectfully snbmitted for the consideration of Congress, that should it be de-
termined not to direet a sufficient nnmber of volumes to be printed to make a speci-
fied number of sets, then to authorize the sale of the odd volumes, bound and unbound, 
at public auct.ion to the highestbidder, a,s waste paper. 
In the judgment of this committee, however, this will be a most un-
wise disposition to make of these volumeR. They form a most valuable 
collection from which to supply deficiencies in the public libraries of the 
country, and if Congress does not deem it expedient to incur the large 
expense involved in reprinting the missing volumes, the odd volumes on 
hand should be used for this purpose. An opportunity is now afforded 
for adding to, if not completing, a large number of sets of th'3 Globe in 
the large libraries of the land, which will probably never again occur, 
and the committee know of no disposition that can be made of these odrl 
volumes more judicious, involving as it does comparatively little expense, 
and avoiding the multiplication of broken sets. 
Replies to inquiries addressed to all the principal libraries of the 
country disclose the following facts: That of twenty-six State and Terri-
toriallibraries reporting, only four contain complete sets of the Globe; 
of three hundred and forty other libraries, containing each 5,000 volumes 
or more, only two possess complete sets. 'rhere are probably a few 
0ther complete sets in libraries from which no returns have been re-
eehTed. · 
lVIost of t:P,ese libraries, however, contain partial sets, many with but 
:fiew missing volumes, any addition to which will be highly prized. 
To add to already existiug collections for the purpose of making them 
more complete, rather than to increase the number of p·artial sets, is by 
far the wisest policy to pursue in the disposition of these documents. 
With this end in view, the draft of a joint resolution is herewith sub-
mitted, providiug for their distribution, and for the supply hereafter to 
State and Territorial libraries, and to depositorie~ of public documents, 
of the Cougressional Record, which i~ commended to the favorable con-
sideration of Congress. 
The section providing for the future supply of depositories with the 
Record invoh~es the printing from stereotype plates of only 450 copies 
additional to those already provided for by law, while its adoption wiil 
relieve members of Congress of all care and responsibility as to these 
libraries, and save for other dispositiou, to such as are aceustomed to 
supply them, their copies of the Record, which would otherwise be sent 
to these depositories. 
REDUC'l'ION OF NUMBER OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
It i8 the opinion of the committee that tl.te laws go\·erning the print-
ing and distribution of documents may be so modified as materially to 
diminish their number, without detriment to any public or e,·en private 
interest. An examination of the laws and tables herewith submitted 
shows that the reguhtr editions of the Congressional documents of the 
Forty-sixth Congress, comprising Journals, Executive and Miscella-
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neous Documents, Reports of Committees, and Abridgment of Messages 
and Documents, printed by authority of laws continuous in their opera-
tion, amounted to 425,050 volumes; of these, the ''usual number" 
amounts to 222,300 -volumes; the Abridgment to 70,000 volumes, while 
the remainder, 132,750 volumes, is made up of Annual Reports of the 
Executive Departments and offices of the government issued over and 
above those included in the ''usual number." It does not, however, in-
clude the 50 copies of each printed for international exchange, nor the 
editions of their own reports issued by the several executi,~e depart-
ments of the government, so that the number stated is much below tbt> 
total amount printed. 
Of the "usual number," 1,900, nearly one-half are delivered in an , 
unbound form. The unbound documents of the Forty-sixth OongreS$ 
amounted to 96,000 volumes, of nearly 1,000 pages each, most of which 
arc don btless ultimately sold as waste pa.per. Those of the first session 
of the Forty-seventh Congress will amount to not less than 80,000 vol-
umes, if existing regulations continue in force. 
'I'be committee call special attention to this matter, as it seems to 
them this great waste should be, and in large measure ·can be, readily 
prevented. This becomes more important in view of the fact that by 
action of Congress at its last session the ''usual number" of all docu-
ments ordered by Congress, whether by permanent law or special :reso-
lution, will hereafter be printed, so that, for example, such works as the 
memoirs and other special reports of the Geological Survey aud Burea tt 
of Ethnology, and all other valuable and costly publications of the 
government, will be issued in large numbers in unbound form, if no 
change is made in the law governing this matter. 
The committee are aware that in regard to the Reports of the Com-
mittees of Congress, and to many Executive and Miscellaneous Docu-
ments, it is important that they shall be in the hands of members of 
Congress at the earliest practicable moment. 
But in respect to the seientific publications of the government, and 
to such Annual .Reports of the Executive Departments as form each a 
separate and entire volume, it is submitted that the brief delay e~sen­
tial to binding would not materially retard or. prejudice legislation. 
In compliance with instructions contained in the resolution of the 
House appointing this committee, the draft of a bill is herewith sub-
mitted, embodying their views as herein before expressed regarding the 
printing· and distribution of documents. 
In this bill the committee have sought to combine and unify tbe various 
laws now in force providing for tbe regular editions of Congressional 
documents, and to make such reductions in the number of the same as 
seemed expedient. 
By it all ambiguity in the law establishing depositories of public doc-
uments is removed. 
Provision is made that at s:ncb depositories all important public doc-
uments shall be found, so that every citizen may be assured that at tbe 
depository in his district he may find, and be able to consult free of 
charge, any document in which he is interested. 
Provision is furthermore made that public, college, and university li-
braries, not depositories of documents, containing over 5,000 volumes, 
~ball be in like manner supplied with the Journals of Congress, the 
Annual Reports of the several Executive Departments and offices of the 
government, and with publications of a scientific character, printed by 
order of Congress. 'rhese documents are of special value to libraries, 
embraeiug as the:v (lo, in the first place, a succinct statement of the pro-
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·eectlings of Congress; secondly, a detailed history from year to year of 
the operations of all the departments of the government; and, thirrlly, 
the results of those investigations in the several departments of science 
which have been conducted under the authority and at the expense of 
the government. 
That these provisions may not increase the expense of printing to the 
government, the number of Journals, .Annual Reports of Departments, 
and the .Abridgment of Messages and documents, is reduced much below 
the number now published. 
Had the provisions of this bill been applicable to the documfnts of the 
Forty-sixth Congress, the number of volumes of Executive documents 
and .Abridgment v.'onld have been nearly 100,000 less than were printed, 
while of those deli'i'ered in unbound form, and in large measure wasted, 
there would have been bound, and so saved for permanent use, nearly 
GO,OOO volumes. The number of volumes of the first session of the Forty-
'eventh Congress similarly saved would not be less than 50,000. 
In regard to the supply of the executive departments of the govern-
ment with sets of documents, it has seemed best to the committee to 
provide in the bill for a duplicate set for the general library of each de-
partment, leaving it to tl1e several departments to order such additional 
sets as each should deem necessary for the nse of its subordinate bureaus 
and offices, the expense of the same to be paid from its appropriation 
for printing, the only exceptions to this rnle being the important libra-
rifs of the Patent Office and the Surgeon-Geueral's Office. 
PAMPHLET LAWS. 
The committee think that a reduction can properly be made in the 
number of copies of pamphlet laws issued, and submit draft of a joint 
resolution embodying such reductiou, and also modif\ing existing laws 
regulating their distrilmtion aud the distribution of 8tatutes at Large, 
the object being the prevention of duplication hy charging a single 
office with the distribution of the entire edition ordererl for this purpose. 
This resolution reduces the number of pamphlet laws to be printed 
about li3~000 copies per session, 10,000 of wldch are those sent in bulk 
to the governors of the several State~ and Tt>rritories for their distribu-
tion, which suppl,Y it is (leemed expedient to <..liscoutinne. 
l>UBLIC DOCU:u1EN'l'S FOR SALE. 
The existing prm?isions for the sale of <locnments are very unsatisfac-
tory; so impracticablP, indeed, tba.t Yer,y few a,·ail themselves of them. 
It is only by ordering in a<.h·ance of publication, au<l paying the esti. 
mated cost, that public documents, with few exceptions, can now be 
purchased directly from the goYernmcnt. Occasionally a small edition 
-of a document bas been ordered by Congress for sale, either b.v the 
Pnblic Printer, or by some office of the g-overnment, but as for the great 
mass of docnmen ts printed no opportunity is afforded for their purchase, 
while undoubtedly there are many citizens and institutious that would 
rather buy Rnch flocuments as they desire than beg tbem from members 
of Congres~ or officers of the govrrnment. 
The committee are conYince<l that some more practical method for 
supplying such partie~ with public document~ should be adopt<'d, and 
that opportunity should be afforuecl for the pnrchase of any publication 
of the gm?ernment so long as thP C(lition of the same printed remains 
unexhauste(l. 
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This can readily be accomplished by giYing- the officer in charge of 
the g·eneral distribution of documents authority to make requisition 
upon those offices of the government by which or for which documents 
are printed for such as ar~ not reqi1ired for strictly official use. It will 
not be necessary for an edition of any document to be ordered for sale, 
but simply that some one officer of the government shall have authority 
to sell any document printed, and, whenever he bas an order for any 
document, to make requisition for the same upon the office for which it 
is printed, if it is not already in his charge. To the care of this same 
officer, in the judgment of the committee, should be committed all doc-
ments which have been or may be ordered for sale, instead of, as now, 
scattering them through several departments and offices of the govern-
ment. 
In this matter, as in others, greater unity and system are much to be 
desired. This officer should be required to give bonds, and to make an 
itemi7.ed report each year to Congress, the proceeds of all sales, of course, 
to he paid into the Treasury. 
The committee submit the draft of a joint resolution embodying their 
views in the premises, the adoption of which, it is believed, will subserve 
public convenience and interest, and a:fl'ord all the opportunity for the 
purchase of public documents which any one can desire. 
Should its provisions acquire the force of law, arrangements can ver.r 
readily be made for informing the public, especially libraries, as to the 
character and cost of documents as they are issued from month to month, 
one result of which would doubtless be an iucreasing demand for them 
by purchase. 
It is not thought worth while by the committee to discuss the ques-
tion of limiting the gratuitous distribution of documents and of substi-
tuting their sale in its place, as the sentiment of Congress seems entirely 
opposed to so radical a change; but no serious objections to the pro-
visions above suggested present themselves. 
OFFICIAL DOCUMI<~N'l'S OF THE BRITISH P .ARLI.AMENT. 
1'he following information regarding the paper:-; and debates of the 
British Parliament is submitted as being of interest in its bearing upon 
thP subject under consideration. 
There is no systematic gratuitous distribution of official papers, such 
as prevails here. It existed to some extent formerly, but has been much 
narrowed of late with a view of cutting· down the large expenditure for 
printing; and cases occur of government departments having to pur-
-chase papers for their own use. 
Some of the government departments, such as tile Foreign Office and 
tbe Board of Trade, send gratuitously certain documents to the foreig-n 
ministers in London, to the Chamber of Commerce, and to the most 
prominent newspapers. 
Members are now only entitled to one copy of each paper, &c., pre-
sented to Parliament; some of these, howeYer, are not distributed, bnt 
can be obtained on members applying for them. A notice of such unde-
li\rered papers is given in the Daily Votes ancl Proceedings of the House. 
Onl,r in respect to the Bills that are in progress can member~ obtain 
extra copies-these they can get from the vote office in the llonse. 
The papers are ostensibly printed for the use of the Honse and publie 
departments, extra copies heing strnck off for sale to the pnbli(·, Thi~ 
began in 1R3G. 
There are fonr <litferent printers employed: Hansard, for the Corn-
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mons' papers; Eyre & Spottiswoode, for the Lords' papers; Harri-
son, for the diplomatic papers emanating from the foreign office; and 
Nicholls for the ''Daily Votes and Proceedings." There are likewise 
goYernment printers at Edinburgh and Dublin for papers relating to 
those varts of the United Kingdom. 
The order for printing rests with the Speaker, through the librarian, 
and the printing committee appointed by the House. 
A complete set of Commons' papers can be subscribed for at the rate 
of £12 12s. per session, payable in advance. This for deliYery in town; 
extra for the country and for abroad. · 
~rhe Daily Votes and Proceedings cost £2 lOs. per session. 
The Journals, lOs. annually. 
rri..te Lords' papers cost, sessionally, £8 8s. for town delivery. 
The Daily J\finutes cost £2 lOs. per session. 
The Lords' J onrnals are not sold, but copies can be obtained through 
peers. 
rrhe seale price of papers on sale to the public is at the rate of lcl. per 
folio sheet; and when there are plans, at the rate of 3d., 6d., or ls. each, 
extra. 
'l'he Debates of Padiament are published as a. private venture by Mr. 
Hansard, the goYernment recompensing him by taking a number of cop-
ies for official and (lepartmf>ntal use, besides granting him an annual 
subsidy of, it is believed, £2,000. "Hansard's Debates" is the only 
complete form in which the <liscussions in Parliament appear, and the 
work is looked upon as official. The sketclles are revised by the authors. 
The subscription is £5 5s. per session. 
DELAY IN BINDING RESERVED COPIES. 
It is Yery much to be regretted that the documents "reserved for 
binding," which embrace the copies sent to depositories of documents 
throughout the country, should be so long detained at the Government 
Printing Office. 
A number of the documents of the Fort:y-sixth Congress are still tm-
bonnd, while very few, if any, of those of the Forty-seYenth CongTess 
are ready for distribution, not even the Annual ReportR of the 1-Dxecu-
tiveDepartments of the government. 
It is not surprising that librarieR and other institutions, entitle1l 
under the law to receive them, become impatient of such delay, an<l are 
diRposed to criticise the methods that obtain iu public business. 
\Vhether the cause of this delay is to be found in deficient appropria-
tions or elsewhere, the committee are unable to determine. Congress can 
undoubtedly remedy the evil, and secure the prompt binding of docu-
ments after they are printed, instead of their being stored and retained 
in uubonnd form, for months, if not years, at the Printing Office. 
SURPLUS DOCUl\IEN'l'S. 
The accompanying tables show that after the quota of the seYeral 
documents to which eacll mernber of Congress is entitled has been 
assigned, there remaius a large number of surplus copies, aggregating 
for the Forty-sixth Uougres8 27,814: volumes. Some of these documents 
are doubtless require<l for the use of the several offices of the two houses 
of Congress; but after all these requirements are satisfied, many doc-
uments are probably left tor -whose distribution no provision is made. 
It is sugg~8ted that such surplus <locuments be trans!erred to the De--
' r 
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partment of the Interior for distribution to public libraries and other 
institutions, instead of being allowed to accumulate in the folding-
rooms of the Capitol. 
CONCLUSION. 
In conclusion, the committee beg to say that they have not deemed it 
best to recommend any radical departure from the existing system of 
disposing of public documents. They have sought to harmonize aud 
unify the laws relating to the subject, to reduce as far as seemed prac-
ticable the number of documents to be printed under provisions of law 
continuous in their operation, to present information which might pro-
mote judicious legislation in the matter of special orders for printing 
document~, to provide for the certain supply to the principal libraries 
of the country of documents printed at public expense, and for their 
~ale in a manner convenient for the buyer, to centralize their distribu-
tion and sale, so far as this can be done, without seeming to infringe 
the privileges of members of Congress and others, and thus preYent 
wa~te of doc.urnent~ by duplication, and to secure more adequate reports 
to Congress of the disposition made of public documents. 
In ncornmending that this distribution, so far as any change in this 
direction is suggested, be made by the Department of the Interior, the 
committee have in view the fact that b.v act of Congress said depart-
ment is already constituted the cu~todian and distributer of all docu-
ments not specifically ordered for Congress or for any executive depart-
ment of the goYernment, and that rooms are provided for their rect'P-
tiou, and that an office exists, and has long existed, properly equipped 
for the satisfactory prm;ecuUon of this work. 
The utilization of this office will a\7 0id the expense of creating a new 
agency, and will make a\·ailable the valuable experience which has been 
acquired by those now charged with its administration. 
Very respectfully, 
J. G. Al\1ES, 
Superintendent of Docttments, Department of the I nteriOJ·. 
A. R. SPOFFORD, 
IAbrarian of Gongre8.-;. 
. SPENCER F. BAIRD, 
Secretm·y of the Smithsonian Instit'lttion. 
Hon. J. \V ARREN KEIFER, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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Treasury Department _____ .. _ ....... _ ... __ .·--- __ ._ ... __ ..... _ ..•..... __ .. ___ .--· .. ··--_._ ....... ·----- .••••.. __ .. _.. 1 1 _ ............. --- .. --. -·---. 
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l'aris Exposition Report: 
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28 Nos. 68 to 99, except 81 and 98 . . . . . . . 1, 900 
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1879: 
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10,350 .......... 
..,.o I 39 10,350 .......... 3,100 39 
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Yol. 9 . ... . . :· ................•..... 
Jlpport on i he Metric S.vRtem ......... . 
Eulogies on Hou .• r. E. Leonard ...... . 
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1\_Crrs AXD RESOLUTIONS 
OF 
CONGRERR, 
PEH:.\IANB~'I OR CON'l'I~eOUS L - THEIR OPERATION, 
GOYEH~I~G Jl!E 
PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF CONGRESS. 
CONGRESSIONAL DIRECTORY. 
A Congressional Directory shall be compiled at each session of Con-
gress, under the direction of the Joint Committee on Public Printing, 
and the first edition for each session shall be ready for distribution 
within one week after the commencement thereof.-Sec. 77, Revised 
Statutes. 
The first edition of the Congressional Directory for each session shall 
be printed and ready for distribution within one week after the com-
mencement thereof.-Sec. 3801, Revised Statutes. 
NoTE.-There were printed of the Congressional Directory of the-
Forty-sixth Congress, 72,700 copies; of the Forty-seYenth Congress, 
special and first sessions, 53,150 copies. 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD FOR CONGRESS. 
Resol1.,ed by the House of .Representatives (the Senate concurring), That 
the Congressional Printer be directed to furnish 3,100 copies for the use 
of the Senate, and 7,250 copies for the use of t.he House of Representa-
tives, of the Congressional Record, or of any such other like official re-
port of the debates in Congress as ma.y be hereafter authorized by law,. 
either daily as originally published, or in the revised form, without bind-
ing, or in bound volumes, or part in each form, as each Senator, Mem-
ber, and Deleg-ate receiving the same may elect.-Concnrrent reRolntion 
of J nne 4, 187 4. 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD FOR 'l'HE SUPREME COURT. 
Resolved by the Senate t.tn(l House of Repre:senta,tives of the United Sta.tes 
of A1nerica in Congress assembled, That the Public Printer be authorized 
to furnish the Chief Justice and each of the associate justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States, and the clerk and marshal of the court, 
with a current copy of the daily Congressional Record, and at the end 
of each session a bound copy of the proceedings of Congress for such 
session. And the Public Printer shall also furnish to the official reporter 
of the Senate 5 bound copies of the CongreHsional Record for each ses-
sion.-Joint resolntiou, January 27, 1881, yol. 21, Statute.' at !Jarge, 
p. 515. 
SEl\II·MON'l'HLY I~DEX OF THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
Resolved by the Sena,te and House of Representatives of the United 8tcttes 
of America ·in Oong~·ess a8sembled, That the Joint Committee on Print-
jng be, awl they are hPreuy, authorized ~ nd directed to make the neces-
37 
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, 
sary provisions and ·arrangements for hereafter issuing the index of 
the Congressional Record semi-monthly during the sessions of Congre s, 
beginning with next ensuing session. 
That the Public Printer be, and he is hereby, directed to pdnt and 
distribute the same number of copies of said semi-monthly index as he 
prints and distributes of the daily issue of the Record, and to the same 
person~ and in the same manner. 
That the Public Printer shall employ such persons to prepare said 
index as shall be designated by the Joint Committee on Printing, who 
shall also fix and regulate the compensation to be paid by the Public 
Printer for the said work, and direct the form and manner of its publi-
cation: Provided, however, That the compensation allowed for preparing 
~aid semi-monthly index, including their compilatiop. into a session 
Imlex, shall not exceed the average total amount now allowed by the 
.Joint Uommittee on Printing for compiling the session index.-.Toint 
resolution, February 8, 1881, vol. 21, Statutes at Large, p. 516. 
ADDI'fiONAL COPIES OF THE RECORD FOR THE SENA'l'E. 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatires concurring), That 
the Public Printer be directed to furnish, commencing with the first ses-
.sion Forty-seventh Congress, 3,425 copies of the Congressional Record, 
for the use of the Senate, instead of 3,100 copies, as ordered by the 
concurrent resolution of June 4, 1874.-Concurrent resolution, June 24, 
1882. 
()ONGRE~SION AL RE00RD FOR STA'l'E AND TEHRITORIAL LIBRARIES. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatit,es of the United States 
~f America in Oong'ress assembled, That the Public Printer be, and he is 
bereby, authorized and directed to forward free of charge to the State 
.and Territorial libraries of each State and Territory, having or that 
shall hereafter have and maintain,- a State and Territorial library, one 
bound copy of the Congressional Record of each session of Congress 
or special session of the Senate, heginning with the Forty-seventh Con-
gress. And the Public Printer is directed to print fifty additional copie8 
of the same to meet t.he requirements of this joint resolution.-Joint 
resolution, August 2, 1882, Pamphlet Laws, 1st sess. 47th Uong., p. 390. 
NoTE.-134,5FiO volumes of the Record of the Forty-sixth Congress, 
and 85,084 voluJUes of the Record of the first session of the Forty-
seventh Congress, were printed i ·1 accordance with the above provisions. 
P"URCHASE OF CONGRESSIONAL GLOBJ<.:. 
* * * That the smu of $100,000 is hereby appropriated to pur-
-cbase of the present owners and proprietors, the following property, to 
wit: 25,000 bound ''olumes of the Congressional Globe, 40,000 nn bound 
·volumes of the Congressional Globe, 46,000 metal plates for printing 
the Congressional Globe, 2!,000 composition plates for printin~· the Con-
gressional Globe, the two story fire-proof brick building situate in the 
rear of the Globe building on Pennsylvania aYenue, and the copyright 
for the complete work: Prov,ided, That the Public Printer, the Secretary 
<>f the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, shall 
examine the said propert,'", and shall certify to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, that it is in good order and in accordance with the schedule 
• 
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• nbmitted, before any of said money shall be paid: And p~·ovided fur-
ther, that said property, when purchased by the United States, shall be 
placed in the custody of the Public Printer, under the direction of the 
~r oint Committee on Public Printing; and that title to said property 
shall be approved by the Attorney-GeneraL-Act of June 20,1878, vol. 
20, Statutes at Large, p. 207. 
NOTE.-Under this provision 26,638 bound and 36,408 unbound vol-
umes of the Congressional Globe were purchased, which are now in the 
care of the Public Printer, awaiting the order of Congress for their dis-
tribution.. They furnish a very valuable collection from which to supply 
deficiencies in State and other impo•tant libraries. 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 
There shall be · printed 750 copies of every bill or joint resolution 
-ordered by either Honse of Congress, or required by any rule there.-:>f 
to be printed, unless a different number shall be specifically ordered.-
Sec. 3~Dl, Revised Statutes . 
NOTE.-The number was subsequently increased to 925. 
The bills and resolutions of the Forty-sixth Congress, authorized 
by this section, if bound in: volumes of 500 pages each, would form a 
library of 70,398 volumes, costing $69,000. Those of the first session 
<>f the Forty-seventh Congress would form a library of 61,446 volumes. 
POS'l'AL CONVENTIONS. 
The Congressional Printer, on receiving from the Postmaster-Gen-
eral a copy of any postal convention between the Postmaster-General 
on the part of the United States and an equivalent officer of any foreign 
government, shall immediately cause an accurate printed copy thereof to 
be executed and sent in duplicate to the Postmaster-General. On there-
turn of one of the revised duplicates, he shall at once have the marked 
corrections made, and cause to be printed and sent to the Postmaster-
General, any number of copies which he may order, not exceeding 500, 
and to be printed separately, and sent to the two houses of Congress 
the usual nnmber.-Sec. 3806, Revised Statutes. 
ACT~, JOINT RESOL U1'I8NS7 AN~ 1'REATIES. 
The Congressional Printer, on receiving from the Secretary of State 
a c~y of any act or joint resolution or treaty, shall immediately cause 
an accurate printed copy thereof to be executed and sent in duplicate 
to the Secretary of State for reyision. On return of one of the revised 
duplicates, he shaH at once have the marked corrections made, and 
cause t~ be printed and sent to the Secretary of State any number of 
copies which he may order, not exceeding 500, and to be printed separ-
ately, and sent to the two houses of Congress the usual nnmher.-Sec .. 
3805, Revised Statutes. 
NOTE.-.-The acts and resolutions of the Forty-sixth Congress, printeu 
by authority of this section, if bound in volumes of 500 pages each, 
would form a library of 6,250 volumes. 
P AMPHLE1' LAWS. 
At the close of each session of Congress there hall be printed anu 
bound for the use of the Senate 3,000 and for the use of the Hou, e of 
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Representatives 10,000 copies of all acts and resolutions so furnished 
with a complete alphabetical index, prepared under the direction of the 
Joint Committee on Public Printing.-Sec. 3807, Revised Statutes. 
That at the close of every session of Congress the Secretary of 
State shall cause to be distributed pamphl~t copies of the acts and 
1·esolutions of Congress for that session, edited and printed in the man-
ner aforesaid, as follows: to the President and Vice-President of the 
United States, 2 copies each; to each Senator, Representative, and 
Delegate in Congress, 1 copy; to the Librarian of the Senate, for the 
use of Senators, 126 copies; to the Librarian of the Honse 250 copies, 
for the use of the Representath es and Delegates; to the Library of 
Congress, 14 copies; to the Department of State, including those for 
the use of legations and consulates, 600 copies; to the Treasury De-
partment, 200 copies; to the vYar Department, including tllnse for the 
use of the officers of the Army, 200 copies; to the Navy Department, 
including those for the use of officers o( the NaYy, 100 copies; to the 
Department of the Interior, including those for the use of surveyors-
general, and registers and receivers of public land offices, 250 copie ... ; 
to the Po~t-Office Department, 50 copies; to the Department of Justice, 
including those for the use of the Chief and Assoc1ate Justices, the 
judges and the officers of the United States and Territorial courts. 425 
copies; to the Department of Agriculture, 10 copies; to the Smith-
sonian Institution, 5 copies; to the Government Printing Office, 2 copie ; 
to the governors and secretaries of 'Territories, 1 copy each; to be re-
tained in the custody of the Secretary of State, 1,000 copies; and 10,000 
copies shall be distributed to the States and Territories in proportion to 
the number of Senators, Representatives, aud Delegates in Congress, 
to which they are at the time entitled.-Sec. 6, act of .Tune 20, 1874, vol. 
18, Statutes at Large, p. 113. 
NoTE.-Total number of copies of Pamphlet Laws of the first, second, 
and third sessions of the Forty-sixth Congress printed, 79,887. 
STATUTES A1.' LARGE. 
That after tbe close of each Congress the Secretary of State sllall 
bave edited, printed, and bound a sufficient number of the volumes con-
taining the Statutes at Large enacted by that Congress to enable him 
to distribute copies, or as many thereof as rna~· be needed, as follows: 
To the President of the United States, 4 copies, one of which shall be 
for the librar~- of the Executive Mansion, and one copy shall be fo the 
use of the Commissioner of Public Buildings; to the Yice-President of 
the United States, 1 copy; to each Senator, Representative, a11d Dele-
gate in Congress, 1 copy; to the Librarian of the Senate, for th.e use of 
the Senators, 114 copies; to the Librarian of the House, for the use of 
the Representatives and Deleg·ates, 410 copies; to the Librarian of 
Congress, 14 copies1 including 4 copies for the Law Library; to the 
Department of 8tate, including those for the use of legations and con-
sulates, 380 copies; to the Treasury Department, including those for the 
use of officf'rs of customs, 260 copies; to theW ar Department, including 
a copy for tbe Military Academy at West Point, 50 copies; to the Navy 
Department, including a copy for the Library of the Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, a copy for the library of each naYy-yard in the United States, 
a copy for the LilH ary of the Brooklyn Naval Lyceum, and a copy for 
the Library of the X a val Institute at Charlestown, l\Iass., G5 copies; to 
the Department of the Interior, including those for the use of the snr-
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veyors-general and registers and receivers of pnblic land offices, 250 
copies; to the Post-Office Department, 50 copies; to the Department of 
Justice, including those for the use of the Chief and Associate Justices, 
the judges and the officers of the United States and Territorial courts, 
425 copies; to the Department of Agriculture, f) copies; to the Smith-
sonian Institution, 2 copies; to the Government Printing Office, 1 copy; 
and the Secretary of State shall supply deficiencies and offices newly 
created.-Sec. 7, act of June 20, 1874, vol. 18, Statutes at Large, p. 114. 
NOTE.-Total number of copies, 2,408. 
SUPPLE::\IENT 1' 0 THE REVISED STATUTE::;. 
Rt.'lolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States o.f A.nwr·ica in Congress (tssembled, That the Supplement to the 
Revised Statutes, embracing the statutes general and permanent in 
their nature, passed after the Re,rised Statutes, with references con-
necting proYisions on the same subject, explanatory notes, citations of 
judicial decisions, and a general index, prepared by William A. Richard-
son, be stereotyped at the Government Printing Office; and the index 
and plates thereof, and all right and title therein and thereto, shall be in 
and fully belong to the government for its exclusive use and benefit. 
That 6,357 copies be printed, bound, and distributed, as provided for 
the distribution of the Revised Statutes by the "joint resolution pro-
viuing for the distribution and sale of the ne"' edition of the l{evised 
Statutes of the United States," passed May 22, 1878, and joint resolu-
tion passed December 21, 1878, and such additional copies, on the order 
of the Secretary of State, as may be necessary, from time to time, to be 
kept for sale in the same manner and on like terms as the Revised Stat-
utes are required to be kept for sale, and to supply deficiencies and 
.offices newly created; that for preparing and editing said Supplement, 
including indexing and all clerical work necessary to fully complete 
said work, inchlding the legislation of the Forty -sixth Congress, there 
shall be paid to said editor the sum of $5,000; antl each Senator and 
Member of the present Congress who would not receive copies under 
said joint resolution shall receive the same number of copies as other 
Senators or :Members receive under the same.-.Joint resolution, June 
7, 1880, vol. 21, Statutes a.t Large, p. 308. 
NoTE.-Under the provisions of this resolution 4,057 copies of t.he 
Supplement are printed for members of Congress, and 2,300 for officers 
of the government. 
REVISION OF INDIAN 1'REA.1'IES. 
That the Secretary of Sta.te shall cause all the copies of the revision 
of Indian treaties made by Thomas J. Durant, now printed, to be bound, 
and tlle same shall be deposited witll the Secretary of the Interior for 
the u~e of the departments and officers of the government.-Sec. 10, act 
of tlnne 20, 1874, vol. 18, ~tatutes at Large, p. 114. 
THE l SPAL NCMBER OF DOCUMEN'.l':4. 
One thousand five hundred and fifty copies of any document ordered 
by Congress shall be printed, and t.hat number shall be known as the 
usual number; no greater number sllall be printed unless ordered by 
either Hou. e or as hereafter proYided.-Sec. 3792, ReYised Statutes. 
' 
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No'l'E.-This number was subsequently increased to 1,900. 
The documents of the Forty-sixth Congress, printed under theautlwrity 
<lfthis section, amounted to 222,300 volumes. Of this number 96,000 vol-
umes were delivered in unbound form, mo~::~t of which were doubtless ulti-
mately sold as waste paper. 
The aggregate of the "usual nulllber" of documents hereafter to be 
printed will be largely increased by the provisions of the following 
joint resolution. 
EXTENSION OF'' USUAL NU~IBER'' 'l'O ALL DOCUMENTS OH,lJERED BY 
CONGRESS. 
Resolved by the Senate a.nd Hmtse of Representati'Des of the United 
States of Anwrica in Congress assembled, That whenever any document 
or report shall be ordered printed by Congress there shall be printed, 
in addition to the number in each case stated. the "usual number" of 
copies for binding and distribution among those ent.itlefl to receive 
them; and this shall apply to all unexecuted orders now in the office of 
the Public Printer.-Joint resolution, July 7; 1882, Pamphlet Laws, 
first session Forty-seventh Congress, p. 387. 
JOURNALS, EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, AND ABRIDG-MEN'l'. 
Of the documents named in this section there shall be printed and 
bound, in addition to the usual number for Congress, the following 
copies, namely: 
First. Of the documents accompanying the annnai reports of the 
executive departments, 1,000 copies for the use of the members of the 
Senate and 2,000 copies for the use of the mern bers of tile House of 
~epresentatives. • 
Second. Of the President's Message, the annual reports of the exec-
utive departments, and the abridgment of accompanying documents, 
unless otherwise ordered by either House, 10,000 copies for the use of 
the members of the Senate and 25,000 copies for the use of the members 
<lf the House of Representatives. . 
Third. Of papers relating to foreign aff'airs, accompanying the annual 
messag~ of the President, 2,000 copies for the use of the members of 
the Senate and 4,000 copies for the use of the members of the House of 
~euresentati ves. 
Fourth. Of the "Commercial Relations," annually prepared under the 
direction of the State Department, 2,000 copies for the use of the mem-
bers of the Senate and 3,000 copies for the use of the members of the 
House of ~epresentatives. 
],ifth. Of the annual report on the Statistics of Commerce and N avi-
gation, exports and imports, merchandise in transit, manufactures, and 
registered and enrolled vessels, prepared by the Special Commissioner 
<lf the Rev nue, Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, 2,000 copies for the 
use of the members of the Senate and 6,150 copies for the use of the 
members of the House of ~epresentatives. 
Sixth. Of the Public Journals of tile Senate and Houst> of Repre-
sentatives, 1,550 copies.-Sec. 3798, ~evised Statutes. 
NoTE.-The documents of the Forty-sixth Congress, printed under 
the authority of this section, amount to ~02, 750 volumes. 
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EXTRA COPIES OF DOCUMENTS. 
All prOJ:"OHitiom; in either Honse of Congress for printing extra copies 
of documents, the cost of which exceeds $500, shall be by concurrent res-
olution, which shall, upon its transmission from either House, be imme-
(liately referred to the Uommittee on Printing of the House to which it 
is sent.-Sec. :n95, Revised Statutes. 
The Congressional Printer shall, when so directed by the Joint Com-
mittee of the Library, print, in addition to the usual number, either 50 
or 100 copies, as be may be directed, of all documents printed by order 
of either House of Congress, or of any Department or Bureau of the 
Governmeut.-Sec. 3796l Revised Statutes. 
If any person desiring extra copies of any document printed at the 
Government Printing Offi~e by authority of the law shall, previous to 
its being put to press, notify the Congressional Printer of the number 
of copies wanted, and shall pay to him in ad vance, the estimated cost 
thereof, and ten per centum thereon, the Congressional Printer may, 
, under the direction of the Joint Committee on Public Printing; furnish 
the same.-Sec. 3809, Revised Statutes. 
All motions to print extra copies of any bill,- report, or other public 
document shall be referred to the Committee on Printing of the House 
in which such motion is made.-Sec. 3793, Revised Statutes. 
PUBLIC DOCUMENTS FOl~ EXCHANGE. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep'rcsentatives of the United State.~ 
of Amel"'ica in Congress assembl.:;d, That 50 copies of all documents here-
after printed by order of Pither House of Congress, and 50 copies addi-
tional of all documents printed in excess of the usual number, together 
with 50 copies of each public.ation issued by any department or bureau 
of the government, be placed at the disposal of the Joint Committee on 
the Library, who shall exchange the same through the agency of the 
Smithsonian Institution, for such works published in foreign countries, 
and especially by foreign governments, as may be deemed by said com-
mittee an equivalent; said works to be deposited in the Library of Oon-
gress.-Joint resolution, March 2, 1867, Statutes at Large, vol. 14, p. 573. 
The Joint Committee upon the Library may from time to time ap-
})Oint such agents as they deem requisite, to carry into effect the do-
nation and exchange of documents and other publications placed at 
their disposal for the pnrpose.-Sec. 87, Revised Statutes. 
Of the documents printed by order of either House there shall be 
printed and bound 50 additional copies for the purpose of exchange in 
foreign countries.-See. 3799, ReYised Statutes. 
DOCUMENTS FOR ~OLDIERS' HOMES. • 
Be it enacted, &c., That section 4837 of the Revised Statutes of the 
Uuited States be, and the same is hereby, repealed and re-enacted as 
follows: 
"The Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives shall cause to be sent to the National Home for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers at Dayton, in Ohio, and to the branches at Augusta, 
in Maine; Milwaukee, in Wiscousin; Hampton, in Virginia; and the 
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Soldiers' Home at Knightstown Springs, near Kniglltstowu, in Indiana, 
each, one copy of each of the followiug documents: The Journals of each 
House of Congress, at each and every session; all laws of Congress; the 
annual message of the President, with the accompanying documents; 
the daily Congressional Hecord; and all other documents or books which 
may be printed anu bound by order of either House of Congress; and 
the Public Printer is hereby autlwrized and directed to furnish to the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Hepre.sentative~ 
the documents referred to in this section."-Act of Febrnar~· 8, 1881, 
Sup. Revised Statutes, YoL 1, p. 591. 
BINDING FOR ~IE3IBEl~S OF CONGRE~S. 
Be it enacted, &c., That tlle Public Printer be authorized to bind at 
the Government Printing Office any books, maps, charts, or documents 
published by authority of Congress, npon application of any member of 
the Senate or House of Representatives, upon payment of the actual 
cost of such binding.-Act of December 10, 1b77, Sup. He\'ised Stat-
utes, vol. 1, p. 303. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is llereby, au-
thorized to cause to be bound, at the Government Printing Office, one 
copy of any public document desired by any Senator for ltis personal 
use.-Senate resolution, January 17, 1878. 
* * * Provided, That no binding shall be doue at the Government 
Printing Office for Senators, Representatives, or Delegates in Oongress, 
except that there may be bound for each Senator, RepresentatiYe, or 
Delegate, one copy of each book or document issued by order of Con-
gress, but this provision shall not allow any binding as aforesaid to be 
done of books or documents issued by authority of and during any former 
Congress.-Act of August 7, 188:2, Pamphlet Laws, first session Forty-
seventh Congress, p. 334. 
INDEX 1'0 .JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. 
Be it resolved, That there shall be prepared, under the direction and 
supervision of the Committee on l{ules, a general index of the Journals 
of Congress. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Rules are authorized to select and 
employ a proper person to prepare such general index, at a compensa-
tion not to exceed $2,500 per annum, to be paid out of the contingent 
fund of the House for the ensuing fiscal year, and to be under the direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules as the pro~ecution of the work proceeds. 
-House resolution, J nne 18, 1878. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Rules are hereby authorized to select 
and employ a proper person to assist in the preparation of a general in-
dex of the.J ournals of Congress, under the resolution of J nne 10, 1878, 
at a rate of compensation not to exceed $:!,000 per annum, to be paid 
out of the contingent fund of the House until an appropriation shall be 
made.-House resolution~ May 22, 1882. 
* * * For the person preparing the general index to the Journals 
of Congress under resolution of June 18,1878, $2,500; for the assistant 
to the person preparing the general index to the Journals of Congress, 
authorized under the resolution of May 22, 1882, $2,000.-Act of Augnst 
5, 18S2, Pamphlet Laws, :first session, Forty-seventh Congress~ p. 221. 
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OFFICIAL REGISTER OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of Ame'rica in Congress assembled, That in lieu of the number of 
copies of the Biennial Register now authorized by law to he printed, 
the Secretary of the Interior be, and be is hereby, directed to cause to 
be printed 2,500 copies of the said work, to be distributed as follows: 
To the President of the United States, 4 copies, 1 copy of which 
shall be for the library of the Executive :Mansion; to the Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States, 2 copies; to each Senator, Representative, 
and Delegate in Congre8s, 1 copy; to the Secretary of the Senate, 1 
copy; to the Clerk of the House, 1 copy; to the Library of the Senate, 
50 copies, of which 1 copy shall be supplied to each Standing Commit-
tee of the Seuate; to the Library of the Honse of Representath'es, 75 
copies, of which 1 copy shall be supplied to each Standing Committee 
of the Honse; to the Library of CongreHs, 25 copies; to the Depart-
meat of State, 250 copies; to the Treasury Department, 150 copies; to 
the War Department, 50 copieR; to the Navy Department, 20 copies; to 
the Departwent of Justice, 25 copies; to the Post-Office Department, 
150 copies; to the Department of tbe Interior, 250 copies; to the De-
partment of Agriculture, 5 copies; to the Smithsonian Institution, 4 
copies; to the State Library and State Historical Society of each State, 
antl to the ExecutiYe of each Territory, and to the designated deposi-
tory of public documents in each Congressional District in the United 
States, 1 copy each; and the remaining copies shall be kept by the 
Secretary of the Interior as a reselTe, from which he may supply newly-
ereated oftices, and Members of Congress, 1 additional copy each.-
A.ct of Detember 15, 1877, Statutes at J.Jarge. vol. 20, p. 13. 
SUPREME COURT REPORTS. 
The reporter ~hall cause the decisions of the Supreme Court made 
during his office to be printed and published within eight months after 
they are made; and witbin the same time, shall deliver 300 copies of the 
volumes of ~aid reports to the Secretary of the IntPrior. And he shall, 
in any year '"·ben be is so directed by the court, canse to be printed and 
published a second volume of said decisions, of which be shall deliver, 
in like manner and time, :~00 copies.-Sec. 681, Revised Statutes. 
The 300 copies of said reports delivered to the Secretary of the 
Interior shall be distributed as follows: To the President, the Justices 
of the Supreme Court, the Circuit J ndge, the Judges of the District Courts, 
the Judges of tbe Court of Claims, the Judges of the Supreme Court of 
the District of Coh1m bia, the Judges of the several Territorial Courts, 
the Secretary of State, the Secr(>;tary of War, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of the Interior, the 
Postmaster-Ge11eral, the Attorney-General, the Solicitor-General, the 
Secretary of the Senate for the use of the Senate, the Clerk of the House 
ofRepresentati,·es for the use of the House of Representatives, the Gov-
ernors of Territories, tlte Commissioner of Agriculture, the Commissioner 
of Internal Re,·enue, the Commissioner of Indiau Affairs, the Uommis-
sionerofPensions, the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the Com-
missioner of I>atents, the Commissioner of Customs, the Commissioner of 
Education, the Paymaster-General, the First and Second Comptrollers 
of the Treasury, the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth 
Auditor~ of the Treasury, the Solicitor of the Treasury, the Hegister of 
the Treasury, the Treasurer of the United States, and the beads of such 
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other Executive offices, as may hereafter be provided bJ· law of equal 
grade with any of the said offices, each one copy; to the Secretary of 
the Senate for the use of the Standing Committees of the Senate, 10 
copies; and to the Clerk of the House of Representatives for the use of 
the Standiug Committees of the House, 12 copies; and the residue of 
said copies shall be deposited in the Library of Congres , to become a 
part of said Library. The copies received by any officer under this sec-
tion, shall, in case of his death, resignation, or dismissal from office, be 
delivered to his successor in office.-Sec. 683, Revised Statutes. 
* * * The reporter of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States shall be entitled to receive from the Treasury an annual 
salary of $4,500 when his report of said decisions constitutes 1 volume, 
and an additional sum of $1,200 when, by direction of the court, he causes 
to be printed and published in any year a second volume, and said re-
porter shall be annually entitled to clerk hire in the sum of $1,200 and 
to office rent, stationery, and contingent expenses in the sum of $600; 
and an amount sufficient for the payment of said sums is hereby appro-
priated : Provided, That the above provision shall not apply to decisions 
of the court pronounced at the last term thereof, but that said decisions 
shall be printed and the volumes containing thew deli ,-ered to the 
Secretary of the Interior as prescribed by existing laws; and an 
amount sufficient to pay the salary and compensation of the reporter in 
connection therewith is hereby appropriated: And provided furthe'r, 
That the volumes of the decisions which said court shall hereafter pro-
nounce shall be furnished by the reporter to the public at a sum not 
exceeding $2 per volume, and thP. number of volumes now required. to 
be delivered to the Secretary of the Interior shall be furnitlhed by the 
reporter without any charg·e therefor.-Act of August 5, 188:!, Pam-
phlet Laws, first session _Forty-seveuth Congress, p. 254. 
REPORTS OF COUR'l' OF CLAIMS. 
On the first day of every December session of Congress the clerk of the 
Court of Claims shall transmit to Congress a full and complete state-
ment of all the judgments rendered. by the court during the prm:ions 
year, stating the amounts thereof and the parties iu whose favor they 
were rendered, together with a brief synopsis of the nature of the claims 
upon which they were rendered. _And at the end of e'Tery term of the 
court he shall transmit a copy of its decisions to the heads of depart-
ments; to the Solicitor, t.he Comptrollers, and the Auditors of the 
Treasury; to the Uommissioners of the General Land Office and. In<lian 
A:ffiars; to the chiefs of bureaus, and other officers charged with the ad-
justment of claims against the Unite<l States.-Sec. 1057, Hevise<l 
Statutes. 
N OTE.-Two hundred and fifty copies of Court of Claims reports are 
printed for official use. 
OPINIONS OF THE A1'TORNEY-GENERAL. 
The Attorney-General shall, from time to time, cause to be edited and 
printed at the Government Printing Office an edition of 1,000 copies of 
such of the opinions of the law officers herein authorized to be given 
as he may deem valuable for preservation in volumes, which shall be 
as to size, quality of paper, printing, and binding, of uniform size and 
appearance, as nearly as practicable, with volume eight of such opin-
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ions, published by Robert Farnham, in the year 1868. Each volume 
shall cont~in proper bead-notes, a complete and full index, and such 
foot-notes as the Attorney-General shall approve. Such volumes shall 
be distributed in such manner as the Attorney-General may from time 
to time prescribe.-Sec. 383, Revised Statutes. 
DECISIONS OF THE FIRST COMPTROLLER. 
Resolved by the Senate mul House of Representatives of the United States 
of Arnerica in Oong·ress assembled, That the Public Printer be, and is, 
required to print not more than on-e volume each year of the decisions 
and opinions of the First Comptroller of the Treasury Department, with 
such explanatory matter as he may furnish, and to furnish for the use 
of each Senator, Representative, and Delegate in Uongress, 10 copies 
thereof; to the Comptroller, 2,000 copies; and for distribution in the 
manner provided in section 7 of the act of June 20, 1874, 18 Statutes at 
Large, page 113, pro\Tiding for the publication i.f the statutes, one-
half the nnmber therein mentioned.-Joint resolution, August 3, 1882, 
Pamphlet Laws, lst sess. 47th Cong., p. 391. 
N OTE.-Seven thousand two hundred and ninety-four copies will be 
printed under the provisions of this resolution. 
PUBLICATIONS OF 'I'IIE P ATEN'l' Ol~FICE. 
The Commissioner of Patents is authorized to have printed, from time 
to time, for gratuitous distribution, not to exceed 150 copies of the com-
plete specifications and drawiugs of each patent hereafter issued, 
together with suitable indexes; one copy oo be placed for free public in-
spection in each capitol of eYery State and Territory; one for the like 
purpose in the clerk's ofl;ice of the district court of each judicial district 
of the lhlited StateH, except wl1en such offices are located in State or 
Territorial capitols; and one in the library of Congress; which copies 
shall be certified under the hand of the CommiRsioner and seal of the 
Patent Office, and shall not be taken from the depositories for any other 
purpose than to be use(l as evidence.-Sec. 490, Revised Statutes. 
The Commissioner of Patents is authorized to ha\Te printed such ad-
ditional numbers of copies of specifications and drawings, certified as 
provided in the preceding ~·ection, at a price not to exceed tbe contract 
price for such drawings, for sale, as may be warranted by the actual 
demand for the same; anti he is also authorized to furnish a complete 
set of such specifications aud drawings to any public library which will 
pay for binding the same into volumes to correspond with those in the 
Patent Office, and for the transportation of the same, and which shall 
also provide for proper custody for the same, with convenient access for 
the public thereto, under such regulations as the Commissioner shall 
deem reasouable.-Sec. 491, Revised Statutes. 
The price to be paid for uncertified printed copies of specifications 
aml clr<:twings of pateuts shall be determined by the Commissioner of 
Patents, within the limits of ten cents as the minimum and fifty cents 
as the maximum price.-Sec. 493, Revised Statutes. 
Be it further enacted, That the Uommissioner may print, or cause to 
be printed, copies of the specifications of all letters patent and of the 
drawings of the same, and copies of the claims of current issues, and 
copies of such laws, decisions, rules, regulations, and circulars as may 
be necessary for the information of the public.-Sec. 20, act of July 8, 
1870, Statutes at Large, vol. 16, p. 200. 
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OFFICIAL G.A.ZET'l'E. 
* * * To provide for the plates of an Official Gazette of tile Patent 
Office abstracts of the drawing of patents issued, $13,333, to be ex-
pended under the direction of the Commissioner of Patents: Provided, 
That one copy of said Gazette shall be furnished to each Senator, Rep-
resentative, and Delegate in Congress; and one copy each shall be sent 
to eight such public libraries as may be designated by each Senator, 
Representative, and Delegate, and two copies to the Library of Con-
gress: Prov-ided fu'rther, That a subscription price of not less thau $5 
per annum for said Gazette shall be charged to each subscriber; and 
all sums received from such subscription shall be on or before the first 
day of each month paid into the Treasury .. -Act of May 18, 1872, Stat-
utes at Large, vol. 17, p. 131. 
ABRIDGMENT OJi' LET'l'ERS PATEN'!'~ 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Hmtse of Representatives of the United 
States of Arnerica in Oong'ress assernbled, That the sum of $10,000 be, 
and the same hereby is, appropriated, gut of any moneys belonging to 
the patent fund in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be e:x-
pended under the direction of the Commissioner of Patents in the prep-
aration of classified abridgments of all .letters patent of the United 
States. 
SEC. 2. That the said abridgments shall be printed, and one copy of 
each shall be furnished to eaclt Senator, Representative, and Delegate 
in Congress; one copy to each of eight public libraries to be designated 
by each Senator, Representative, and Delegate, and two copies to the 
Library of Congress; and also copies to such foreign governments, 
libraries, and learned societies as the Commissioner of Patents may 
designate: Provided, That copies shall be sold at the cost of printing, 
and all sums received from such sale shall, on or before the first day of 
each month, be paid into the Treasury.-Act of March 3, 1881, Statutes 
at Large, vol. 21, p. 509. 
REPOR'l'S OF SURVEYS WEST OF THE 100TH MERIDIAN. 
Be it enacted, &c. * * * For engraving and printing the plates 
illu.strating the report of the geographical and geological explorations 
and surveys west of the 100th meridian, to be published in quarto form, 
the printing and binding to be done at the Government Printing Office, 
twenty-five thousand thousand thousand.-Act of June 23, 1874, vol. 
18, Statutes at Large, p. 224. 
Be it enacted, &c., That the act entitled "An act making appropria-
tions for sundry civil expenses of the government for the fiscal year 
ending J nne 30, 1875, and for other purposes," approved J nne 23, 187 4, 
be, and the same i~ hereby, amended by adding to the clause of said act 
relating to the engraving and printing of the plates illustrating the re-
port of the geographical and geological explorations and surveys west 
of the 100th meridian the following words: and ''that 2,000 copies of 
the report shall be printed by the Congressional Printer," after substi-
tuting the word '"dollars" in lieu of the concluding word of said clause. 
-Act of February 15, 1875, vol. 18, Statutes at Large, p. 315. 
Resolved by the House oj Representatives (the Senate concurring), That 
the following distribution shaH be made of the reports of the United 
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States geographical surveys west of the 100th meridian, published in 
accordance with acts approved June 23, 1874, and February 15,1875, as 
the several volumes are issued from the Government Printing Office, to 
wit: 950 copies of each to the House of Hepresentatives, 250 copies of 
each to the Senate, and 800 copies of eaeh to the War Departmeut, for 
its use.-Con. Res., l\fay 4, 1876. · 
NoTE.-Ofthese reports only the first volume remains to be published. 
PUBLICATIONS Olt' 'l'HE UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 
The publications of the Geological Survey shall consist of the annual 
report of operations, geological and economic maps illustrating the 
resources and classifications of the lands, and reports upon general and 
economic geology and paleontology. The .Annual Report of Operations 
of the Geological Survey shall accompany the .Annual Report of the 
Secretarv of the Interior. 
All special memoirs and reports of said Survey shall be issued in uni-
form quarto series if deemed necessary by the Director, but otherwise 
in ordinary ootavos. 
Three thousand copies of each shall be published for scientific ex-
changes and for sale at the price of vublication; and all literary and 
cartographic materials received in exchange shall be the property of the 
United States, and form a part of the library of the organiz~tion.-Act of 
March 3, 1879, vol. 20, Statutes at Large, p. 394. 
NOTE.-The Annual Reports of the Director of the Geological Sur- . 
vey form a part of the docuwents accompanying the Annual Reports of 
the Secretary of the Interior, and are, therefore, em braced in the Ex-
ecutive documents printed for distribution by Congress. Of the special 
memoirs and reports of t.ue Survey, no copies are printed for gratuitous 
clistributiou, except that, of those hereafter published, the usual number, 
1,900, will be issued for distribution as now provided by law. 
1\ffiDICAL AND SURGICAL HIS'l'ORY OF 'l'TIE REBELLION. 
* * * For the purpose of preparing for publication, nuder the 
direction of the Secretary of War, and of printing at the Government 
Printing Office 5,000 copies of the first volume of the :Medical and Sur-
gical History of the Rebellion, compiled by the Surgeon-General; and 
for the purpose of preparing for publication, under the direction of the 
Secretary of 'Var, and of printing at the Government Printing Uffice, 
5,000 copies of the Medical Statistics of the Provost-1\.farshal-General's 
Bureau, compile<l and to be completed by Surgeon J. H. Baxter, $60,000: 
Provided, That the editions of both publications thus ordered shall be 
disposed of as Congress may hereafter direct. * * * .-Act of Jnly 
28, 1866, vol. 14, Statutes at Large, p. 310. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Bepresentatives of the United 
States of America 'in Congress assembled, That there be printed at the 
Government Printing Office 5,000 copies of the first part of the .Medical 
and Surgic~l History of the Rebellion, compiled by the Surgeon-Gen-
eral under the direction of the Secretary of War, an<l 5,{)00 copies of the 
}fedical Statistics of the Provost-Marshal's Bureau, compiled and to be 
completed by Surgeon J. H. Baxter, as authorized by an act of Con-
gress approved Jul.Y 28, 1866, which also provides that the editions of 
both publications thus ordered shall be disposed of as Congress may 
hereafter direct.-tToint Resolution, March 3, 1869, vol. 15, Statutes at 
Large, p. 347. 
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Resolved by the House ofRepresentati1:es, the Senate concurring, That of 
the 5,000 copies of the Medical and Surgical History of the War, author-
ized to be printed by joint resolution of Congress approYerll\larch :1, 
18G9, 2,000 copies shaH be for the use of the House of Hepresentative~, 
1,000 for the Senate~ and 2,000 for di~tribution h~T th<> Stugeon'-General 
'Of the Army.-Con. Res., :Jlay :n, 1.87:3. 
Be it enacted, J·c., That the Secretary of \Var be, and he i~ hereby, 
directed to have completed the l\Jeclical and. Surgical History of the War 
by the preparation in the office of the Surgeon-General of two volnmcE<, 
of 1,H)0 pag-es, in addition to the first volume already eompiled and 
printed nuder authority of Congress. * * * • 
SEC. 2. That 5,000 copies each of the second and. third volumes be 
printed and bound by the Congressional Printer, to be distributed with 
the first \olume already ])rintcd, as may be hereafter directecl b~· Con-
gress.-Act of June 8, 1872, \OL 17, Htatntes at I.~arge, p. 388. 
'" * * And the Congressional Printer is hereby authodzed. to 
print and bind. 5,000 additional copies of tue lVIedical and Surgical His-
tory of the \Var of the Rebellion; 1,000 of which sballl)e for the use of 
the Senate, 3,000 for the use of the House of Repres;entati,TeR, and J ,000 
for di:stribution by the Surgeon-General of the Army: * * * 
Act of March 3, 1875, vol. 18, Statutes at l .. arge, p. 391. 
NO'l'E.-Of this \TOrk 10,000 copies are printed. Vols.l awl 2 of pt ·. 
1 and 2 have been issued. Yols. 1 and. ~ of pt. 3 remain to be published. 
CA'l'ALOGUE OF THE LIBRARY OF THE :-;UHGEON GENEH.A1}8 OFFICE. 
-'X< :)(' * For printing and binding the first and second volumes of 
Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office. $20,000; to be 
immediately a\railable. * * * .-Act of :March :3, 1879, vol. :w, 
Statutes at Large, p. 3!JO. 
* * * For printing and bindiug the third volume of the Catalogue 
of the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office, $10,000. * * * .-
Act of }larch 3, 1881, vol. 21, Statutes at Large, p. 447. 
NoTE.-One thousand :fi\Te hundred copies of this work are printed 
for distribution by the Surgeon-General. Vols. f, 2, and 3 have a.lread~­
been issued. 
AlVIERICAN EPHE:~IERIS AND :NAUTICAL ALl\IA:NAC. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep1 esentatives of the Unfted States 
of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be printed annually 
at the GoYernment Printing Office 1,500 copies of the American Ephem-
eris and Nautical Almanac, and of the papers supplementary thereto, of 
which one hundred shall be for·tbe use of the Senate, four hundred for 
the llouse of Representatives, and one thousand for the use of the public 
serYice, to be distributed by theN avy Department. 
SEc. 2. That additional cqpies of the Ephemeris and of the :Nautical 
Almanac extracted therefrom may be ordered by the Secretary of the 
Navy for sale: Provided, That all money:s received from such sale shall 
be deposited in the Treasury to the credit of the appropriation for vublic 
printiug.-Joint Resolution, February 11,1880, vol. 21, Statutes at Large, 
p. 301. 
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IU<;POR'l' OP DIRECTOR OF THE ::\IIN'l' ON THE STA1'IS1'ICS OF 'L'IIE AN-
... ~rAL PP.ODrCTION OF GOLD AND ~ILVER IN THE PNil'ED S1' \.TEN. 
Resolced b.IJ ·the Senate and House of Represeutlttires of the Cnited 
t:Jtotes (~fA mericn in Congress as8embln7, Tlwt 1.3,000 co piPs of the }{pport 
of the Director of the l\liut 011 tlw Ammal Produetiou of ( i-old and SilYer 
in the Fnite(l States he printed; s,ooo for tlw use of tht• Ilon~e of Rcp-
rescntati\Tel'l, :3,000 for the use of the ~enatt•, and J,OOO for tlw n~e of 
the Treasury Department.-.Toillt He~o1ntiim , :\Iar(•h :~, 1S81, Yo!. 21, 
Statnt(·~ at Large, p. ;)21. 
CON:-.;rLAJ1. AND CO~D1ERf'IAL REPORT~. 
* * * For printing and distributing the pub1ieatj<m:-;, hy the De-
partment of State, of the consular and other commercial reports, in-
cluding circular letters to chambers of commerce, $20,000.-Act of 
July 1, 1882. Pamphlet IJaws, first session Forty-sen'nth ConeTess, 
p. 135. 
AGRICULTrRAL S1'ATIS1'IC:-l. 
* * * For collectin~; agricultural statistic8, induding statistics of 
the production, home consumption, and exportation of oleomargarine, 
and hutterine, and imitation butter, and compiling and writing matter 
for monthly, annual, and special reports, $80,000, of which sum $10,000 
shall be immediately aYailable. Said reports shall giYe a full state-
ment monthly, showing the freight charges for the chief agricultural 
products, upon the principal lines of railroads and riYtr routes to the 
principal markets in the United States.-..._1\.ct of l\Iay 19,1882. Pam-
phh~t Laws, first ses:-;ion Forty-Aeventh Congress, p. 00. 
RECORD:-l OF THE WAR OF THE REBELLION. 
* * * 'ro enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of 
the Official Records of the "'\Var of the Rebellion, both of the Union and 
of the Confederate Armies, the sum of $15,000. And th~ Secretary of 
vVar is hereby directed to have copied for the Public Printer all reports, 
letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied or printed, 
and properly arrang·ed in chronological order.-Act of June ~3, 1874, 
-.;·ol. 18, Statutes at IJarge, p. 222. 
* * * For continuing the preparation of the publication of the 
Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the Union and Con-
federate Armies, and for the printing and binding·, under the direction 
of the Secretary of War, of 10,000 copies of a corn pilation of the Official 
Records, Union and Confederate, of the War of the Rebellion, so far as 
the same may be ready for publication during the fiscal year, $40,000; 
and of said number 7,000 copies shall be for the use of the Honse of 
l{epresentatives, 2,000 copies for the use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies 
for the use of the executive departments.-Act of June J 6, 1880, YOL 
21, Statntes at IJarge, p. 269. 
* * * For continuing the publication of the Official Hecords, and 
printing and binding, under direction of the :Secretary of War, of 11,000 
copies of a compilation of the Official Records, Cnion and Confederate, 
of the War ·of the Hebellion, so far as the same may be ready for pub-
lication during the fiscal year, $36,300. 
The volumes of the Official Records of the "'\Yar of the Rebellion shall 
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be distributed a.-; follows: 1,000 copieR to the ex@cutiYe departments, 
as now provided by law; 1,000 copies for rlistrib~1tion by the Secretary 
of vVar among o:ffjcers of the ATmy and contributors to the work; 
8,300 copies 'shall be sent by the Secretary of vYar to such libraries, 
·organizations, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, 
Representatives, a11d Delegates of the Forty-seventh Congress. 
Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-six, and each 
Hepresentative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one, of such ad-
·dresses, and the volumes sha.U lJe sent thereto from time to time as 
they are published, until the publication is completed. 
Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall inform the Secretary 
of War in each case how many volumes of those heretofore published 
.they have forwarded to such addresses. 
The remaining copies of the 11,000 to be published, and all sets that 
may not be ordered to be distributed as provided herein, shall be sold 
by the Secretary of War for cost of publication with 10 per cent. added 
thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury. 
If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, 
the Secretary of War shall inform the Senators, Hepresentathres, or 
Delegates who ha,~e designated the same, who thereupon may designate 
other libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of War 
shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congress what vol-
. umes of the series heretofore published have not been furnished to such 
libraries, organizations, and individuals. He shall also inform dis-
tributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.-Act of August 7, 
1882. Pamphlet Laws, first session Forty-seventh Congress, p. 320. 
NoTE.-lt is estimated that this work will embrace ninety-six vol-
umes, of which six have already been issued. Of the first five volumes, 
10,000 copies each were priuted. The edition of the remaining volumes 
will comprise 11,000 copies. The aggregate number provided for in the 
above acts amountR to 1,051,000 volumes. If to this be added the 50 
copies ordered for the Library of Congress and the "usual number" of 
each after \Olume G, the total wHl amount to 1,228,700 volumes. 
REPORTS OF THE TENTII CENSU~. 
Be it enacted, d:c., That the Reports of the Tenth Ueusus of the 
United States be printed, and that 10,000 additional copies be printed, 
of which 3,000 shall be for the use of the Senate, 6,000 for the use of 
the House of Representatives, and 1,000 for the use of the Department 
of the Interior. 
That, in addition to the above, 20,000 copies of the Report on Popu-
lation be printed, of which 6,000 shall be for the nse of the Senate, 
12,000 for the use of the House of Representatives, and 2,000 for the 
use of the Department of the Interior. 
That 20,000 additional copies of the He port on Agriculture be printed, 
of which 6,000 copies shall be for the use of the Senate, 12,000 copies 
for the use of the House, and 2,000 copies for the use of the Department 
of the Interior . 
. That 10,000 additional copies of the Report on :Manufactures and Me-
chanics be printed, of which 3,000 copies shall be for the use of the 
Senate, 6,000 copies for the use of the House of Representatives, and 
1,000 copies for the use of the Department of the Interior. · 
Also, that 6,000 additional copies of the Report on the History of 
the National Loan be printed for the use of the Treasury Department. 
• 
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Also, tlJat 1,500 additionai copies of tlle Report on Fish and Fisheries 
be printed for the use of the Fish Commission. 
And, also, tbat the Compendium of the Tf'nth Census be printed, and 
that 100,000 additional copies be printed, of which 30,000 copies shall 
be for the use of the Senate, GO,OOO copies for the use of the Honse, and 
10,000 copies for the use of the Department of the Interior. 
~1\.nd in order to a\oid duplication in the distribution of these docu-
ments, and to secure complete sets to libraries and other public institu-
tions, the aflditional copies herein ordered, excepting those ordered for 
the Treasury Department and for the Pish Commission, be delivered to 
the document room:;; of the Departnwnt of the Interior; and the Secre-
tary of the Interior shall distribute tlwse ordered for the use of Con-
gress as follows: In sets to each of such fifteen libraries and other pub-
lic institutions or individuals as shall be named to him for this purpose 
by each Senator, and to. each of such ten libraries and other public insti-
tutions or indi\Tidnals as shall be name(l to bim for this purpose by each 
Representatiye and Delegate, and in Yolumes to Senators and Repre-
' entatives, or such other parties as shaH be designated by Senators, Rep-
resentati\Tes, and Delegates, ·mtil the quota of each shall be exhausted: 
Providell, That one copy of each volume shall, on its reception from the 
Public Printing Office, be transmitted to each ~enator, Representative, 
and Delegate in Cong-ress: And proddedjurthu, That duplicate copies 
shall uot be ~ent to auy library or indiYi<lual on the request of any 
Senator or member of the !louse of Hepresentatives nntil both Senator 
an(l member shall be notified that tbey have named the same library or 
mdividual: _lnd provided j'urtlie1·, That tlte party receiving the work 
upon the onler of a member of Congress shall be informed by the Secre-
tary of the Interior upon whose request it is snpplied. 
And the Secretary of tlJe Interior sltall report to Congress at its next 
session thf' names and locations of the libraries and other public insti-
tutions designatr<l to receive thrse reports nnder the provisions of this 
bill. 
And the smn of 8G78,n~4:.m, or HO mnch thereof as may be uecessary 
to defray the cost of the aboYe-ltame<l printing and binding-, be, and the 
t~ame is hereby. appropriated ont of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated.-Act. of August 7, 1882, Pnmphlet I_jaws, first 
t".ession Forty-seventh Oougress, l'· :344. 
NO'l'E.-Jt is estimated that these Heports will comprise from fifteen 
to twent;v quarto Yolumes, amounting in the aggregate, inclndiug the 
Compen<linm. to from :n6,000 to 3H3r-)D0 Yolmnes. 
U.EPOitT OF VeHLIC L.\."ND CO:'IDIISSION. 
~ 
Resolved by th~ Senate and.HouRe of lfepresentatives ol the United States 
of Am.erica in Congres.rutssemblecl, 'l'hat 8,500 a1lditional copies of the Cod-
ified l.JaiHl J;aws and History of-the Public Domain of the United States, 
compilrd and prepared by the Public Land Commission, embraced iii 
Hous.e Executive Document No. 47, with all subsequent laws which may 
ha\e been passel! by Congress prior to the adjournment of the present 
session, be printed and bound, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Interior; ~,000 copies for the nse of the Senate, 5,000 for the use of 
the House of Hepresentati n's, and 1,:)00 for the use of the Secretary of 
the Interior: .Pro·vided, That the copies for the use of the Senate and 
the IIonse of Representatives shall be distributed by the Secretary of 
the Interior in the manner provided for the distribution of the Reports 
• 
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of the Tenth Uensus, and that all copies not ordered to lJe (listributed 
within two years after the pasRage of this act shall be sold b~T the Sec-
retary of the Interior at cost of publication, with ten per centum added 
thereto.-Joiut Hesolution, August 7,1882, Pamphlet Law:;;, first R<'SF;iOJt 
Forty-seYenth CongTess, p. 393. 
ANALYTICAL CA'l'ALOG-UB OP PUBLIC DOCU}IE~TR. · 
Be it enacted, d;c., That there be prepared and puulished, under the 
direction of the Joint Committee on Printing, a classified, analytical, 
and deRcriptive catalogue of all pnhlicationR made by the authority of 
the GmTermnent of the United States and the preceding government of 
the Colonies, and all departments, lmreaus, and offices thereof, from 
July 4, 1776, to March 4, 1881; and upon the request of the said joint 
committee~ the officers of the Seuate and House of J{epresentatives, aud 
the heads of all the executi \'e departments alHl of all the bureau~ and 
offices thereof, shall furnish to said joint committee all such information 
and assistance in reference to said publications as will facilitate or assist 
in the completion of said work; and the sum of $10,000 is hereby appro-
priated for the purposes of this act, which sum may he expen<led as 
additional pay or compensatiou to any officer or employe of the United 
States.-Act of July 27, 1882, Pamphlet Laws, 1st sess. 47th Cong., p. 
17~. 
('AI~E AND DISTRIBr'l'IOrT OF PrBLIC DOCU::\IENT:-4. 
Tile Secretary of the Interior is charged with receiving, arranging, 
and safe-keeping for distribution, and of distributing to the persons en-
titled by la\Y to receh·e the same all printed journals of the two llouses 
of Cougress, a,Jl(l all other l>ool\S and documents of every nature what-
ever, already or hereafter directeu by Jaw to be printed or purchased for 
the use of the go,Termnent, except such as are directed to be printed or 
purchased for the particular m;e of Congress, or of either house thereof, 
or for the particular use of the Executive or of any of the uepartments, 
and any person whose duty it shall be by law to deliver any of th{' same 
shall deliver them at the rooms assigned by the Secretary of the IQ.terior 
therefor.-Sec. 497, Hevised Statutes. 
Suitaule rooms in the Departmeut of the Iuterior shall l>e from time 
to time assigned by the Secretary for the journals, books, and docu-
ments.-Sec. 50H. ReYised Statutes. 
The Congressional Printer shall deliver to the Sec'retary of the Inte-
rior, at the room in the Iriterior Department set apart for that purpose, 
.all books and documents directed by law to be printed for the use of 
the government, except such as are directed to be printt>d for the par-
ticular use of Congress, or of either house thereof, or of the Presideut, 
or of any of the departments.-Sec. 3813, Hevised Statutes. 
A register of all publications received at the Departmeut of the J:nte-
rior for safe-keeping and distribution shall be kept, under the direction 
of the Secretary, showing the quantity and kind at any time receiYed 
by llim; and he shall cause to be ent~red in such register, at the proper 
time, the time when, the place where, and the person to whom any of 
such publications have been distributed or delhTered.-Sec. 4!)9, Revised 
Statutes. · 
The publications received by the Secretary of the Interior for dis-
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tribution shall be delivered out only un the written requisition of the 
heads of departments, Secretar,y of the Senate, Clerk of tlle House of 
Represent.ati\·es, l1ibrarian of Congress, and other officers aud persons 
who are by law authorized to receive the same, except "·here by law 
the Secretary of the Interior is required, without such requisition, to 
cause the same to be sent and delivered; and in either of such cases it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to cause the same to 
be sent and delivered, the expenses thereof, except when otherwise 
directed, to be charged to the contingent fund of the departtncnt.-Sec. 
500, He\·ised Statutes. 
The Department of tTustice shall be charged with the distribution to 
the various judges aml courts of the statutes, reports, and other judicial 
documents provided by ]aw.-Sec. 386, Hevised Statutes. 
The Secretary of tl1e Interior is required to furnish to the head of the 
Department of Justice, from time to time, as they may be pnbli~hed, a 
sufficient number of the statutes of the United States and tlte reports 
of the Supreme Oonrt of the United States, to be by him distributed. to 
such officers of the courts of the United States as are now or may here-
after be by law entitled to recei,-e them.-Sec. 498, Hevised Statutes. 
The copies of journals, books, and public documents, which are or 
may be authorizecl to be distributed to incorporated bodies, institutions, 
and associations within the States and Territories, shall be distributed 
to such bodies as shall be designated to the Secretary of the Interior by 
each of the Senators from the several States respecti,·ely, and by the 
Representative in Congress from each Congressional district, and by 
the Delegate from each Territory. 
The distribution shall be made in such manner that the quantity dis-
tributed to each Congressional district and Territory shall be equal, 
except that whenever the number of copies of any publication is insuffi-
cient to supply therewith one institution, upon the designation of each 
member of the Senate and Honse of RepresentatiYes, the copies at the 
disposal oftbe Secretary may be distributed to such incorporated colleges, 
public libraries, atheneums, literary and scientific institutions, boards 
of trade, or public associations as he may select.-Sec . .GOl, Revised 
Statutes. 
The selection of an institution to receive the documents ordered to 
be published or procured at the first session of any Congress shall con-
trol the documents of the entire Congress, unless other designation be 
made before any distribution-has taken place under the sele~tion first 
made. 
vVhere the same work is printed by order both of tlw Senate and , 
House of Representatives, the duplicates may be sent to different insti-
tutions, if so desired, by the member whose right it is to direct the 
disti;ibution; and the public documents to be distributed by the Secre-
tary of the Interior shall be sent to the institutions already designated 
unless he shall be satisfied tltat any such institution is no longer a suit-
able depository of the same. 
Congressional journals and public documents authorized to be dis-. 
tribnted to institutions on the dP.sig·nation of members of CongTess 
shall be sent to such libraries and institutions only as shall ~ig·nify a 
willingness to pay the cost of their transportation.-Sec . .GO~, H.e,·ised 
Statutes. 
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So many copies of the public journals of the Senate and of the House 
of Representatives shall be transmitted by the Secretary of the Interior 
to the executives of the several States and Territories as shall be suffi-
cient to furnish one copy to each executive, one copy to each branch of 
every State and Territorial legislature, one copy to each university and 
college in each State, and one copy to the historical society incorporated 
or which shall be incorporated in each State. 
Fifty copies of the documents ordered by Congress to be printetl shall 
be used for the purpose of exchange in foreign countries; the residue 
of the copies shall be depoisted in the Library of the United States, sub-
ject to the future disposition by Congress.-Sec. 503, Revised Statutes. 
vVhenever there are in the custody of the Department of the Interior 
any sets of the documents of any session of Congress or other docu-
ments or odd volumes not necessary to supply deficiencies or losses that 
may happen in the Library of Congress, or in that of either of the execu-
tive departments, or in State or Territorial libraries, the Secretary of 
the Interior shall distribute the same as equally as practicable to the 
several Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in Congress, for dis-
tribution to .public libraries and other literary institutions in their re-
spective districts.-Sec. 505, Revised Statutes. 
The Secretary of the Interior shall make annual reports to Congress 
as follows: 
* * * A report showing the q uantitJ~ aud kind of the copies of 
public; journals, books, and documents which have been received by him 
for distribution on behalf of the government, and showing also the time 
when, the place where, and the person to whom atiy of the same have 
been distributed and delivered <luring the preceding year.-Sec. 445, 
ReviRed Statutes. 
'UPEIU~'l'ENDEXT OF Pl'BLIC DOCF}IENTS. 
There shall be in the Department of the Interior a superintendent of 
public documents, who shall be appointed by the Secretary, and shall 
be entitled to receive a salary of $2,500 a year.-Sec. 507, Revised 
Statutes. 
* * * So much of section 507 of the Revised Statutes as provides 
for said salary is hereby repr,aled.-~\.ct of June l!J, 1878, vol. 20, Stat-
utes at I1arge, p. 198. · 
The superintendent of public documents shall be ch.arged, euQject to 
the gener~l direction of the Secretary of the Interior, with the duty of 
co1lecting, arranging, preserving, packing, and distributing the publica-
tions received at the Department of the Interior for distribution, and 
with the duty of compiling and super-vising the Biennial Register.-Sec. 
508, Revised StatnteR. 
P O.STAL LA \Y~ HELATING- 'JO OJ_;']:<'JCIAL ::\IAIL }IA'l'TEH.. 
That it :o;hall be lawful to transmit through the mai1, free of postage, 
any letters, packag~s, or other matters relating exclusive1y to the busi-
ness of the Government of the United States: Provided, ~hat every 
such letter or package, to entitle it to pass free, shall bear over the 
words "official business" an indorsement showing also the name of the 
department~ and, if from a bureau or office, the names of the department 
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and bureau or office, as the case may he, whence transmitted. And if 
any person shall make use of any such official envelope to avoid the 
payment of postage on his private letter, package, or other matter in 
the mail, the person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and subject to a :fine of $300, to be prosecuted in any court of 
competent jurisdiction. 
That for the purpose of carrying this act into effect, it shall be the 
duty of each of the executive departments of tlie United States to pro-
vide for itself and its subordinate offices the necessary envelopes; and, 
in addition to the indorsement designating the department in which 
they are to be used, the penalt:y for the unlawfnl use of these envelopes 
shall be. stated thereon. 
That Senators, RepresentathTes, and Delegates iu Congress, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives may 
send and receive through the mail all public docqments printed by 
order of Congress; and the na:me of each Senator, Representative, 
Delegate, Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House shall be 
written thereon, with the proper designation of the office he holds; and 
the provisions of this section shall apply to each of the persons named 
therein, until the :first day of December following the expiration of their 
respective terms of office.-Secs. 5, 6, 7, Act of .March 3, 1877, vol. 19, 
Statutes at Large, p. 335. 
* * * Provided fu/rther, That from and after the passage of this 
act Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in Congress, the Secretary 
of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representaties may send and 
receive through the mail free all public documents pi.'inted by order of 
Congress; and the name of each Senator, Representative, Delegate, 
Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House shall be written thereon 
with the proper designation of the office he holds; and the provisions 
of this section shall apply to each of the persons named herein, until 
the :first Monday of December following the expiration of their respect· 
ive terms of office. * * *.-Act of J\Iarch 3, 1879, vol. 20, Statutes at 
Large, p. 356. 
The provisions of the fifth and sixth sections of the act entitled ".An 
act establishing post-routes, and for other purposes," approved March 
3, 1877, for the transmission of official mail matter, be, and they are 
hereby, extended to all officers of the United States Government, and 
marle applicable to all official mail matter transmitted between any 
of the officers of the United States, or between any such officer and 
either of the executive departments or officers of the government, the 
envelopes of such matter in all cases to bear appropriate indorsements 
containing the proper designation of the office from which the same is 
transmitted, with a statement of the penalty for their misuse. .And the 
provisions of said fifth and sixth sections are hereby likewise extended 
and made applicable to all official mail matter sent from the Smithso-
nian Institution: Provided, That this act shall not extend or apply to 
pension agents or other officers who recehTe a :fixed allowance as com-
pensation for their services, including expenses for postag-c.-Sec. 29, 
Act of March 3, 1879, vol. 20, Statutes at Large, p .. '362. 
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/ 
BILL AND RESOIJUTIONS. 
A BILL to c~-.tahlL h depositorie..; and provide for tlH· lli.o,trihntion of public tlocu-
ments. 
Be it enacted by t1w fienate ancl House of Representa,tives of the United 
States of .America in Congress assembled, That the depositories of public 
documents in the several States and Territories of the United States 
-shall consist of the State and Territorial libraries, the library of the 
Military Academy at West Point, the library of the Naval .Academy at 
Annapolis, the libraries of the Soldiers' Homes at Dayton, Ohio, .Au-
gusta, Maine, l\fil waukee, Wisconsin, Hampton, Virginia, and Knights-
town Springs, near Knightstown, Indiana, and other libraries in each 
State equal in number to the number of Senators and Representatives 
from the same in the present Congress, and one additional library in each 
Territory; and hereafter any increase in the number of Representatives 
from any State shall entitle such State to a correspondiug increase in 
the number of such depositories. 
SEc.2. That institutions once de~iguate(lasdepositoriesofpublic docu-
ments shall be entitled to receive such documents so long as in the judg-
ment of the Secretary of the Interior they continue proper depositories of 
the same: Provided, That, excepting capital cities, only one depository 
shall be located in an.r town or city containing less than 100,000 inhabi-
tants, and that no institution shall be placed upon the list until it has given 
assurance to the Secretary of tbe Interior that it will preserye the docu-
mentR as a permanent portion of its library, accessible, free of charge, to 
the general public, and that it will, during the month of January of each 
year, report to the Secretary of the Interior the number of Yolumes in 
its library and the number of documents received under the proYision · 
of this act still in its possession; and the requirements of this provi~o 
are hereby made applicable to all institutions heretofore designated as 
depositories of public documents: Provided further, That hereafter no 
institution shall be placed upon the list whose library does not exceed 
five thousancl Yolumes, unless a large cli~trict would be otherwise un-
supplied. 
SEC. 3. That the designation of <lepositorie~:~ of pu l>lic docurnen tt~ in 
the several States, Congressional districts, and Territories still entitled 
to such depositories shall be made by Senators, Representatives, and 
Delegates of the same in the present Congre~~: Provided, That if not 
thus made before the termination of the same the Secretary of the In- . 
terior is hereby authorized to make the designation, and he is further-
more authorized to designate such additional depositories a8 any State 
may hereafter be entitled to in Yirtne of increased representation. 
·SEc. 4. That the library of the ExecntiYe l\Iansion, the Library of 
Congress~ the library of the United State~ Senate, th3 library of the 
House of Representatives, the library of each of the executive depart-
ments, the library of the Supreme Court. the library of the Court of 
ClailnR, the Jihrary of the Patent Office. t}l~· lihrary of tlw Surgeon-
()] 
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General's Office, and the library of the Smithsoniau Institution are 
hereby constituted depositories of public documents in the city of Wash· 
ington. 
SEc. 5. That the Public Printer shall deliver to the Secretary of the 
Interior such number of copies of each and every document printed at 
the Government Printing Office as will enable that officer to supply one 
copy to ~ach depository of public documents; and it is hereby made 
the duty of the Recretary of the Interior to transmit sai'l documents to 
their destination as soon as practicable after they are received. 
SEc. G. That of the .Journals ofCongress, the annual reports of the seve-
ral executive departments and offices of the government, and of publica-
tions of a sci~ntific character printed at the Government Printing Office, 
there shall ue <leliv-ered by the Public Printer to the Department of the 
Interior one thousand copies each, from which nmnberthe Secretary of 
the Interior shall transmit one copy to each of such two university, col-
lege, or puulic libraries, not depositories of public documents, as may 
be named for this purpose by each Senator, Representative, an<l Dele-
gate in Congress: Provided, That said libraries shall contain not less. 
than five thousand volumes each, unless a large district would be other-
wise uusupplied; and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorize<! 
to sell the remaining copies of said documents at cost. 
SEc. 7. That of the Journals of Congress and the annual reports of the 
several executh'e departments and offices of the government there shall 
be printed, in addition to the mmal number, two thousand copies, six 
hun<lred of which shall be for the use of the Senate, and one thousand 
four hundred for the use of the House of Representatives. 
SEc. 8. That of the abridgment of messages and documents, there 
shall be printed five thousand copies, two thousancl for the use of the 
Senate, and three thousand for the use of the House of Representatives. 
SEC. 9. That of the "usual number" of documents printed by order of 
Congress, one thousand three hundred and sixty-five (1,363) copies each 
shall be reserv-ed for binding, and when bound shall be delivered by 
the Public Printer, as follows: To the Senate document-room, one hun-
dred and fifty copies; to the Senate library, ten copies; to the House 
document-room, six hundred and fifty copies; to the House library, fif-
teen copies; to the Library of Congress, fifty-two copies; to the library 
of each of the executive departments, one copy; to the Department · 
of the Interior, for depositories of public documents. four hundred and 
eighty copies. 
Of the remainder of the "usual number," sneh documents as form each 
an entire volume shall be bound in cloth; unless in the case of any vol-
ume Congress shall otherwise and specifically direct; and all others 
left unbound, and they shall be delivered as follows: To the document-
room of the Senate, of Senate <locuments and reports, one hundred and 
sixty copies; and of Howse documents and reports, eighty-five copies; 
to the document-room of the House, of Senate documents and reports, 
three hundred and twenty-five copies; and of House documents and 
reports, four hundred copies; to the Department of State, for transmis-
sion to the legations in this capital of foreign governments, and to the 
legations and consulates of the United States abroad, thirty-six copies 
of Senate documents aud reports, and thirty-six copies of House docu-
ments and reports; to the ExecutiYe ~Iansion, to each of the executive 
departments, to the Library of Congress, to the Smithsonian Institution, 
to the office of the Pn blic Printer, to the Secretary of the Senate, and 
t~ the Clerk of the House of Representatives~ one copy of each. 
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SEC. 10. That the Post-Office Department is authorized and directed 
to transmit free through the mail the documents whose distribution is 
authorized by this act. 
SEc. 11. That the Secretary of the Interior shall report to each Con-
gress, at its opening, the names and. locations of the se\eral depositories 
of public documents receiving the publications of thr go-vernment un-
der the provisions of this act. 
SECJ. 12. That sections 301, 302,503, and 3798 of the Revised Statutes, 
and all other laws and parts of lawH in ronfliet with the }H'OYisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 
JOI~T RE:-..OLl'TIO~ r l'nn· i<lin~ for the distrihntum of t.lH· Con .~n·:s;..iona] ( ;lohl' ancl 
Record. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representative~ of the United States 
of Amer-ica in Congress assembled, That the Public Printer is hereby 
authorized and directed to deliver to the document-rooms of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, in bound form, the \Olumes of the Oon~Tel'sional 
Globe purchased from Messrs. Rives, and sueh other volumes of the Globe 
. and Record, prior to the Forty-seventh Congress, as are in his charge; 
.and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized an<l directed, 
from said volumes, to supply, as far as practicable, existing deficiencies 
in the sets of these documents in the following librabries, in the order 
named: 
First. The library of the Executive :i\Iansion, the library of each of 
the executive departments of the government, the library of the Su-
preme Court, and the library of the Court of Claims. 
Secondly. The State and Territorial libraries of the United States. 
Thirdly. Sueh other libraries in the United States ~1s contain more 
than five thousand. volumes each. 
SEC. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior shall report to Congress 
the libraries to which these documents are forwarded and the number 
of volumes delivered to each. . . 
SEC. 3. That, beginning with the Forty-seventh Congress, the Public 
Printer shall deliver to the Secretary of the Interior four hundred and 
seventy-seYen bound copies of the Congressional Record, which shall 
be distributed by the Secretary of the Interior as follows: To the 
library of the Executive Mansion, one copy; to the Library of Congress, 
four copies; to the library of each of the executive departments, the 
library of the Supreme Court, and the library of the Oourt of Olaims, 
one copy each; to each State and Territorial library, one copy; to the 
(lf'positories of pn b1ic documents in the several States and Territories 
of the Uuited 8tates, one copy each; to the library of the Military 
Academy at \Vest Point, the library of the Naval Academy at An-
napolis, the library of the Soldiers' Homes at Dayton, Ohio, Augusta, 
Me., Milwaukee, \Vis., Hampton, Va., and Knightstown Springs, near 
Knightstown, Ind., o1w copy each; and all laws providing for the sup-
ply of this docnmeut to the above-namea libraries by any other office 
or officer of the gm·ernment are hereby r(tpealed. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION providing for the preparation and distribution of pamphlet 
laws and Statutes at Large. 
Resolved by the Senate a.nd House of Representatives of the United States 
of Americct in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of State is here-
by charged with the duty of causing the statutes of the United States 
passed at each session of Congress, together with recent treaties, postal 
conventions, and Executive proclamations, to be edited and prepared 
for publication and distribution. 
SEC. 2. That the Public Printer shall, as soon as practicable, after 
the close of each session of Congress, deliver of the laws of such session, 
published in pamphlet form, as follows: To the document-rooms of the 
Senate, for the use of the Senate, two hundred and fifty copies; to the 
document-room of the House of Representatives, for the use of the 
House, seven hundred and fifty copies; to the document-rooms of the 
Department of the Interior, so many copies as will enable the Secretary 
of the Interior to distribute, upon the designation of each Senator: 
twenty copies, and of each Representative and Delegate, fifteen copies, 
for the use of institutions, courts, or individuals within their respective 
States and districts. 
SEc. 3. That the Public Printer shall deliver to the document-rooms 
of the Department of the Interior sixteen hundred and fifty copies of 
the pamphlet laws of each session of Congress, of which the Secretary 
of the Interior shall deliver as follows: To the President, two copies; 
to the Vice-President, one copy; to the library of the Senate, for the use 
of the Senate, fifty copies; to the library of the House, for the use of 
the House, fifty copies; to the Library of Congress, fourteen copies; to the 
Department of State, including those for the use of legations and col1-
sulates, three hundred and eighty-five copies; to the Treasury Depart-
ment, including those for the use of the officers of customs, two hun-
dred copies; to the War Department, fifty copies; to the N av.v Depart-
ment, forty copies; to the Department of the Interior, including those 
for the use of the surveyors-general and registers aud receivers of pub-
lic lands, two hundred and fifty copies; to the Post-Office Department, 
forty copies; to the Department of Justice, including those for the use 
of the chief and associate justices, the judges and officers of the United 
States and Territorial courts, four hundred copies; to the Department 
of Agriculture, two copies; to the Smithsonian Institution, one copy; 
to' the Public Printing Office, one copy; to each State and Territorial 
library, one copy. 
SEC. 4. That as soon as practicable after the close of each Cong-ress, 
the Public Printer shall deliver to the document-rooms of the Department 
of the Interior twenty-eight hundred copies of the Statutes at Large of 
the United States for such Congress, bound in sheep, which shall be 
distributed by the Secretary of the Interior as follows: To the Presi-
dent., two copies, one of which shall br for the library of the Executive 
Mansion; to the Vice-President, one copy; to each Senator, Representa-
tive, and Delegate in Congress, one copy; to the librarian of the Sen-
ate, for the use of the S~nate, seventy-five copies; to tJ.1e librarian of 
the House, for the use of the House, two hundred and fifty copies; to 
the Library of Congress, fourteen copies; to the Department of State, 
including those for the use of legations and consulates, three hun-
dred and eighty-five copies; to the Treasury Department, including 
those for the use of the officers of customs, two hundred and sixty cop-
ies; to the War Department, fifty copies; to the library of the Military 
Academy at West Point, one copy; to the Navy Department, forty cop 
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ies: to the library of the Na ntl Acac..lem;y at Amwpolis, one copy; to th(~ 
Department of the lHterior, i11cluding those for the use of SlH\Teyors-
geueral and n•gisters and receivers of public land offices, two hundred 
and fifty eopies; to the Post-Office Department, f(H'ty copies; to the 
Department of Jnstice, including· those for the use of the chief and as-
sociate justices, the judges, and the officers of the {rnite<l States and 
Territorial courts, four hundred copies; to the Department of Agricult-
ure, two co vies; to tlw Smithsonian Institution, one eopy; to the l)nb-
lic Priuting Office, one copy; to eaeh State and TenitoriallilJrary, and 
to each depository of public (locunwnts in the seYeral States and (,on-
gressional district~. one copy. ~\ nd the Secretary of the Interior shall 
s~1pply otlice~ newly created ont of the nnm l.w1· J>I'OYidN1 for ht this 
sectio11. 
SEU .. ). That tlw said pamphlet laws mH1 :StatutPs at Large, bouwl iu 
sheep, _at the Pn hlie Printing Office, shall be kept for sale by the Sec-
retary of tlw Interior, who shall sell them at tcu per ccutum ad n1nee 
on eost price to :my person applying· for the same; and he 11n~y make 
arrang-eHH.'llt with booksellers to keep on Hale pamphlet laws and Htat-
ntes at Large, but in <my such arrangemPnt.' it shall lw provided that 
the Rame be :-~ol<l at the go\Ternment pri<'e to all JHlrchaH<>rs; aud the 
Hccretary may allow to any such person 1\ePping the pamphlPt laws awl 
Statutes at Large for sale such part of the ten )l('l' c<·ntnm auo,-e tlw 
actual eost as he may deem just alHl reason a blP; all(l the proceeds of 
all sales shall be pai<l quarterly into the Treasury. 
SEc. 6. That the said pamphlet eopies of the act:-~ of each HeHsion, all<1 
the said bound eopies of the acts of each Congl'ess, shall ue legal evi-
<lence of the Jaws and treaties therein coutaiuc<l in all the <·om·h-; of tlw 
United States and of the seyeral States thereiu. 
SEc. 7. ':rbat the powers eonferreu aud tbe duties e11joiue<l on the Sec-
retary of State by the act of Congress approved the twentieth day of 
.June, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, entitled ".An act providing 
for publication of the Revised Statntes and the laws of the United 
Htates," i11 relatio11 to the custody, distribution, and sale of the said 
Hevised Statutes, the Session Laws, atH1 tl!e Statutes at Large, be, and 
the same nrc hereby, transferred to the Secretary of the Interior, vd10 
sllall, from and after the passage of this act, possess all the powers and 
tliseharge the dnties i11 relation to such custody, flistrilmtion, and sale 
in pursuance of tlte provisions awl in ac<'ordanee \Yith the requirements 
of said act of the twentieth of June, eighteen hundred and seventy-four. 
SEc. ~. That the Secretary of State sball, UJlOn the requisition of the 
Secretary of the Interior, delh·er to the latter offirer all copies of the 
Hevised Statutes of the United States and of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to tlw District of Columbia, public treaties, and post-roads, and 
all copies of the Session Laws of Congres-s and the Statutes at Large 
remaining in his office for the purpose of distr~bution or sale at the date 
of ~mch reqnisiti011 by tbr Secretary of the Interior . 
. JOINT R.ESOLCTIO~ providing for tlw :-.~de of public t1ocunH.>llts. 
Re:solred by the Senate and House of Repre,~;entativcs of the L.rniterl State.~ 
of America in Con,qress assembled, That the Public Printer shall submit 
to tlw ~ecretary of the Interior, on the first of each month,-a list of such 
workH as ltaYe bef'n delivered to llim to be printed during the previous 
montl1 ~ mlCl he shall also, on the first of each month, submit to the Ser-
1 I. Jl i~. 1:!--5 
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retary of the Interior a list of such works as have bee11 priutecl at the 
Govermuent Printing Office during the preYious month, giving in respect 
to each the title, the number of pages, the cost. per copy, and tlte officer 
or the office of the government for wltose use it is printed; and the Secre-
tary of the Interior is hereby authorized to sell any public document, of 
which the edition is not exhausted, at the cost of the same. 
SEC. 2. That whenever application is made to the Secretary of the 
Interior for the purchase of a public document not in his charge, he 
shall make requisition for the same on the officer or office for whose use 
it has been printed, and said officer or office is hereby directed to supply 
the same, provided any copies remain not required for strictly official 
use. 
SEc. 3. That the Public Printer is hereby directed to deliver to the 
Secretary of the Interior any and all documents now in his hands which 
haye been ordered for sale by him, the said Public Printer, and all 
documents hereafter printed which have been or shall be ordered fe>r 
sale by the government. 
SEC. 4. That the Secretary of the Interior shall require the superin-
tendent of documents of his department to give bonds in such sum as 
he may determine. . 
SEc. 5. That the proceeds of all sales of documents shall be turned 
into the Treasury, and a detailed report be made annually to Congress 
of rlocuments sold and the amount receiverl for the same. 
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